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Introduction 

This is the sixth edition of Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work’s (GADE) 
Program Guide to Doctoral Study in Social Work (GADE Guide).  GADE first published the GADE Guide in 
1985, well before the birth of the modern Internet, in order to bring together information about all the 
Social Work Doctoral Programs in the United States into a single publication.  In 1985, there were 49 
doctoral programs listed in the GADE Guide, including 30 PhD programs and 19 DSW programs. The 
GADE Guide, along with GADE as an organization, has expanded greatly since the publication of the 
initial edition thirty-one years ago. GADE published the GADE Guide again in 1987, 1990 and 1993 with 
roughly the same number of programs listed, though by 1993 the GADE Guide also listed Canadian 
members and an additional 15 new programs in the development stage.  By the time of the publication 
of the fifth edition in 2003, there were 73 social work doctoral programs, including 64 in the United 
States, 7 in Canada and 2 in Israel. In 2003, the number of DSW programs had decreased to three, as 
many DSW programs existing in 1985 had converted to PhD programs.  GADE ceased publication of the 
GADE Guide after 2003 with the widespread availability of information about doctoral programs on the 
Internet.  

Thirteen years later, GADE has resumed publication of the GADE Guide to help prospective students, 
current students, social work faculty and others learn about the current characteristics of social work 
doctoral programs in a unified format. The intention is to provide a brief overview of the various 
doctoral programs, and those wishing to learn more about the programs can go directly to the websites 
of the individual programs.  Thanks to all GADE members who provided information about their doctoral 
programs and wrote the program descriptions. 

As of 2016, there are 92 social work doctoral programs in GADE (both PhD and DSW), coming from 86 
different social work doctoral programs. There are 82 doctoral program members in the United States, 9 
in Canada, and one in Israel. The composition of social work doctoral programs in GADE has changed 
significantly since 2003. There are now 82 PhD programs and 10 DSW programs from GADE member 
institutions.  Doctoral programs have continued to evolve, and PhD and DSW programs are now quite 
distinct, when in the past there was much overlap between the two types of degrees. 

In the field of social work, PhD programs are primarily research degrees, though several PhD programs 
have a strong clinical component. Overall, PhD programs have intensified their research training in the 
past several decades, and new developments in the field, such as the increasing importance of evidence-
based practice, and new initiatives, such as the Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare’s Grand 
Challenges for Social Work, have increased the emphasis on rigorous research and science in social work 
PhD programs. Those interested in the PhD in social work should be sure to review the latest version of 
the Quality Guidelines for Ph.D. Programs in Social Work, which GADE last published in 2013. A 
committee of GADE members developed the 2013 version of the quality guidelines based on an 
extensive review of scholarship in doctoral education, as well as a national survey of social work faculty, 
administrators and PhD students.  Many social work PhD programs use the Quality Guidelines for both 
designing and evaluating their PhD programs, though the guidelines are not proscriptive.  The Quality 
Guidelines can be found on the GADE website:  www.gadephd.org. 
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The DSWs that have arisen since the publication of the last GADE Guide are much different from their 
predecessors of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, which were often indistinguishable from PhDs. The new 
DSW degrees are practice doctorates, geared toward providing social work practitioners with advanced 
training in social work practice and leadership. The first of the new DSW programs started admitting 
students in 2007, and most began admitting students within the past five years.  While DSW programs 
vary considerably in emphasis, most take approximately three years to complete and involve some type 
of culminating project, whether capstone project, portfolio, thesis or dissertation. The Council on Social 
Work Education is in the process of developing an accreditation process for the DSW Programs in the 
United States.  

This latest version of the GADE Guide includes information on the program characteristics from the 89 
doctoral programs that provided detailed program information for inclusion in the GADE Guide. The 
GADE Guide also contains a comprehensive, updated bibliography on scholarly articles, books and 
monographs about doctoral education in social work. 

The GADE Guide can also be found on the GADE website: www.gadephd.org/GADEGuide. 
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General Characteristics of Social Work Doctoral Programs in GADE in 2016 
PhD Programs 

Number of PhD Programs in 2016* 82  
PhD Programs in the United States   72 
PhD Programs in Canada   9 
PhD Programs in Israel   1

Number of Joint MSW/PhD Programs: 29 

Delivery of Programs 
In-Person 74 
Hybrid Program (Partially Online)   4 
Totally Online   2 

Full or Part Time 
Full-Time Only 40 
Part-Time Only   3 
Full-Time or Part-Time 37 

Average Size of Incoming Classes 
1-2 Students  2 
3-5 Students 40 
6-8 Students 26 
9-11 Students 10 
12 or more Students  2 

Auspices of PhD Programs 
Public Universities 55 
Private, Non-Profit 24 
Private, For-Profit   1

Master’s Degree Requirements 
MSW Required 17 
MSW or other Master’s Degree Required 47 
No, but Must Enroll in MSW/PhD Program   7 
No, but Preferred   7 
No   2

Post-MSW Practice Experience Requirements 
Two Years Required 13 
None, but Two Years Preferred 46 
None  21

GRE Required as Part of Application 
Yes 61 
No 19 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
Required for Applicants from Non-English-
speaking countries** 
Yes, with a Cut-Off Score 59 
Yes, but with no Cut-Off Score 18 
No   3 

TOEFL Cut-Offs, Internet-Based Test 
80 or lower    23 
80-89   4 
90-99 10 
100 or higher 13 

TOEFL Cut-Offs, Paper-Based Test 
550 12 
551-580   3 
581-600   4 

*The detailed program characteristics include data from the 80 PhD Programs that provided information.
**The TOEFL is just one of several tests of English used by graduate schools, and many schools accept more than 
one test and/or more than one test format. Check directly with programs for more details.  
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General Characteristics of Social Work Doctoral Programs in GADE in 2016 
DSW Programs 

*Number of DSW Programs in 2016 10  

DSW Programs in the United States 10 

Delivery of Programs 
Hybrid Program (Partially Online) 6 
Totally Online 3 

Full or Part Time 
Full-Time Only 3 
Part-Time Only 4 
Full-Time or Part-Time 2 

Average Size of Incoming Classes: 
9-11 Students 1 
12 or more Students 8 

Auspices of PhD Programs 
Public Universities 2 
Private, Non-Profit 6 
Private, For-Profit  1

Master’s Degree Requirements 
MSW Required 9 

Post-MSW Practice Experience Requirements 
Two Years Required 5 
None, but Preferred 4 

GRE Required as Part of Application 
Yes 2 
No 7 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
Required for Applicants from Non-English-
speaking countries** 
Yes, with a Cut-Off Score  1 
Yes, but with no Cut-Off Score  4 
No  4 

TOEFL Cut-Offs, Internet-Based 
80 or lower    1 

*The detailed program characteristics include data from the 9 DSW Programs that provided information.
**The TOEFL is just one of several tests of English used by graduate schools, and many schools accept more than 
one test and/or more than one test format. Check directly with programs for more details.  
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About GADE 

The Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work (GADE) was founded by a group of 
doctoral faculty in the late 1970s who were committed to doctoral education in social work and wanted 
an independent organization to focus on exclusively on social work doctoral education. The current 
mission of GADE is to promote rigor in doctoral education in social work, focusing on preparing scholars, 
researchers, and educators who function as stewards of the discipline. 

The purposes of GADE are to: 

 promote excellence in doctoral education in social work;
 advance the quality of research conducted by doctoral students;
 represent and promote the interests and concerns of social work/social welfare doctoral programs

within academic departments, schools, universities, and in the larger profession;
 provide opportunities and structures for networking and information exchange among members

regarding curriculum development and all aspects of educational administration and program
implementation;

 stimulate the development of effective and innovative educational strategies;
 support the success and professional development of diverse doctoral students and promote

recognition of their achievements and contributions;
 identify and publicize existing or potential funding sources and infrastructure support for doctoral

education;
 provide guidance and support to new or developing doctoral programs including international

programs; and
 collaborate with other social work organizations to support the continuum of social work education

and advance the profession with all constituent groups and funding sources.

All doctoral programs in GADE are in schools or departments of social work that also offer a fully 
accredited Master Degree in Social Work or Social Welfare program or its equivalent. 
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Adelphi University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth  Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Children and Families 
Disability 
Family Violence 
  
  

Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender      
Issues and Services 
  

Mental Health 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

  

For more information visit: http://socialwork.adelphi.edu/academics/ph-d-program/ 

The Adelphi University School of Social Work Ph.D. program expands your 
capacities to conceptualize, develop, evaluate and disseminate knowledge of the 
problems that impact the human conditions and strategies designed to change 
those conditions. Our curriculum is grounded in an evolving knowledge base, and 
fosters the critical thinking that will prepare you for leadership in the development 
of knowledge for all levels of social work practice.  The program offers part-time 

and full-time options to accommodate our students' continued work in the field. 

Where: Garden City, New York   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or More 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters Degree Required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Arizona State University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit: https://socialwork.asu.edu/content/coordinators-welcome-1 

Our doctoral program, located in the scenic Southwest, prepares aspiring 
scholars for academic careers. We offer an individualized program of 
study that seeks to nurture and build students’ curiosity and creativity in 
pursuit of their intellectual passions. Our inter-disciplinary curriculum 
offers a unique degree of intimacy and breadth of choice. A core set of 
foundational classes are taught by world-class social work scholars. 
These small classes are supplemented by classes drawn from other 

graduate programs across Arizona State University, the largest, most innovative research university in the 
nation.  The advanced interdisciplinary study equips our students with the skills needed to succeed. We are 
one of the few programs in the country to offer courses and practice in both research and teaching. Our 
faculty is one of the most diverse and well-published in the nation. Our students have the opportunity to 
work closely with faculty mentors in their respective research projects which, in turn, provides a forum for 
professional development and academic socialization. Indeed, our students regularly publish in 
professional journals, present at national conferences, and obtain external funding.  As a result, they enter 
the academic job market with highly competitive track records.  

Where: Phoenix, Arizona   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW Required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth  Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

Disability 

Family Violence 

Health 

Housing/Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Military/Veteran’s Issues 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion/Spirituality 

Rural Social Work 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy  
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Bar Ilan University 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Disability 
Family Violence 

 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Gender 
Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 

 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy  
  

  

For more information visit: http://social-work.biu.ac.il/en/Doctoral_Program_en 

The Ph.D. program aims to encourage academic excellence and professional 
leadership among the students by promoting them in research and scientific 
thinking, as well as in evaluation of policy and services. The program enables 
the students to deepen their knowledge in a specialized area, improve their 
research skills, and conduct an original empirical research in their field of 
research. The duration of studies is four years. Upon completion of all 
requirements, students will be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD). 

The curriculum follows the principles of scientific thinking, research skills, and the development of academic 
capabilities, scientific writing and reading. Thus, the study program includes the school’s colloquium, 
doctoral seminar, various workshops especially designed for doctoral students, statistics and qualitative 
research methods. 

Where: Ramat-Gan, Israel   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work    

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Barry University 
 School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

 

 

 

For more information visit:  https://www.barry.edu/social-work-phd/ 

The PhD in Social Work program is dedicated to educating graduate 
social workers who will contribute to the creation, dissemination, 
application, and evaluation of practice-relevant knowledge. The purpose of 
doctoral education is to prepare graduates for careers in applied social 
work research, teaching, and leadership in the field of practice. Organized 
around a developmentally integrated curriculum that attends to both 
methodological rigor and issues of social justice, students are prepared to 

engage in independent research and scholarship that informs social work practice at multiple levels. 

Cohorts of students are admitted every two years. Courses are designed to facilitate part-time study 
allowing students to complete the curriculum in six semesters after which students complete their 
dissertation proposal and advance to candidacy.  

Where: Miami Shores, Florida   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Part-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 1 Student 
(every other year) 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth  Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
 Mental Health 

Race and Ethnicity 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
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Baylor University 
Diane R. Garland School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Aging/Gerontology 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Health 
  

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Disaster Response 
Mental Health 

Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Religion/Spirituality 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://www.baylor.edu/social_work/ 

Baylor's PhD program is designed to develop leaders and educators who can 
lead visionary social work education or service programs and conduct 
original research addressing the complex social issues of our world. The 
program provides a distinctive focus on the integration of religion and faith 
with the ethics, values and practices of the social work profession. Its 
graduates are uniquely prepared to serve in academic research and teaching 
posts in social work programs and provide leadership in government and 

private agency contexts around the world.  

The 10-semester curriculum is taught primarily in a virtual classroom using synchronous, high-definition 
videoconferencing technology. A new cohort of 5-7 students starts in odd-numbered years only and begins 
classes in June with a required five-day session on the Baylor campus in Waco, Texas.  Students enroll in 
two classes per semester (summer, fall, spring). Each class meets at a specific time each week during 
evening hours. Students see and talk with each other as well as the instructor in real time. Classes are 
conducted much as they would be on campus, except that students are able to be anywhere in the world. 

Where: Waco, Texas   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work    

Program Type: Online Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
other Masters degree preferred 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Boston College 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth  Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Disability 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Family Violence 

Health 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global    
Development 

Mental Health 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Race and Ethnicity 

Work/Family/Family Policy 

  

For more information, visit: http://www.bc.edu/schools/gssw/academics/phd.html 

Boston College School of Social Work is home to a highly productive 
community of scholars whose research advances the field of social welfare 
and the practice of social work. We nurture independence and original 
thinking to that help students craft innovative research and constructive policy 
agendas for social change. Students develop expertise in:  1) A Substantive 
Area of Social Work; 2) A Social or Behavioral Science; 3) Research 
Methods; 4) Teaching Methods; and 5) Communication Skills.   

Boston College School of Social Work offers three separate PhD curriculums:  

PhD in Social Work: The curriculum plan for the PhD in Social Work is designed to prepare doctoral 
students with both the training and expertise to be the very best teachers, scholars, and researchers. 

MSW/PhD Program in Social Work: The combined MSW/PhD Program curriculum allows students work 
toward both degrees simultaneously and finish in significantly less time than it takes to pursue each 
separately. 

PhD in Social Welfare: The PhD in Social Welfare provides students from partner universities in Latin 
America the ability to combine the strengths of the Boston College School of Social Work and those of their 
home institutions.  

Where: Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts    

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work and PhD in    
Social Welfare  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Boston University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Education 
Work/Family/Family Policy  

  

For more information visit: www.bu.edu/ssw 

The aim of the Ph.D. program in Social Work at Boston University is to prepare 
the next generation of social work and social welfare scholars and leaders to 
address the complex social challenges of the 21st century. Building upon the 
School’s robust commitment to social justice and empowerment of historically 
marginalized and vulnerable populations, the Program will provide rigorous 
training in the theory, methods, and values of the social work profession.  The 
Program significantly broadens the reach and impact of our graduates through an 

emphasis on research methods and interdisciplinary linkages to other social and behavioral sciences.  The 
Program includes a 63-credit plan with coursework to be completed in four semesters (two years) of full-
time study. To promote significant development of student competency, the Program will require 16 credit 
hours in core social work courses, credit hours in research methods courses including focus on both 
quantitative and qualitative approaches, 8 credit hours in teaching methods and training, and 12 elective 
credit hours in an interdisciplinary specialization of the student’s choosing. In support of 5-years of 
graduate study, Boston University offers a generous funding package which, in addition to a stipend, 
includes a scholarship covering tuition and fees.     

Where: Boston, Massachusetts   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Bryn Mawr College 
Graduate School of Social Work and  

Social Research 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

 

 

 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Family Violence 

 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Gender 
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
 

Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Work/Family/Family Policy  

  

For more information visit: https://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/programs/doctoral-
program-social-work-phd 

We offer a research- and theory-based Ph.D. in social work.  Six research 
courses and three theory courses are required.  We also require a course in 
pedagogy.  Two of the twelve courses in the program are electives.  The six 
research courses include two courses in qualitative analysis, two in research 
design, and two in data analysis.  We have full tuition remission and also give 
stipends (without work requirements) to those students who attend the program.  

Some of our recent graduates have taken academic jobs at Indiana University, the University of Tel Aviv, 
the University of Maryland, the University of Alabama, George Mason University, the University of Eastern 
Michigan, and the University of Washington (both Seattle and Tacoma).  We have others who have 
become Assistant or Associate Deans or Deans at Boston University, the University of Pennsylvania, 
Widener University, West Chester University, Monmouth University, and the University of Washington.  
Other graduates from our Ph.D. program include the President and CEO of the Annie E. Casey Foundation 
and the President and CEO of CSWE.   

Where: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Carleton University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Gender 

Health 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
 

Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
 

For more information visit: http://carleton.ca/socialwork/prospective-students/graduate-2/
phd-program/ 

Building on our strong structurally oriented Master of Social Work program 
that emphasizes critical analysis of policy and practices, the PhD: Social 
Work focuses on social work, social welfare and social justice. It is designed 
to support scholarship that builds on the structural approach and aims to 
redress social inequities and advance social justice. PhD students develop 
the critical skills and knowledge to tackle pressing social issues by drawing 
on current and emerging critical social work scholarship as well as 

perspectives from related areas of study. These objectives are met through a combination of course work 
and independent study and research. 

Our PhD Social Work program requires full time enrollment and an interest in working with structural 
approaches to social work. It is designed to prepare students for careers in teaching, research and 
leadership in the fields of social work and social welfare. 

Where: Ottawa, Ontario  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

14



Case Western Reserve University  
Jack, Joseph Morton Mandel School of  

Applied Sciences 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy  
 

For more information visit: http://msass.case.edu/academic/doctorate/ 

Founded in 1952 as one of the first doctoral programs in social welfare in America, 
the Ph.D. program at the Mandel School is designed to develop leaders in social 
work research, policy, and teaching. We offer doctoral students the unrivaled 
opportunity to engage with world-renowned faculty, cutting-edge research, and a 
creative curriculum — all within a close and supportive environment committed to 
student success. Our program attracts students from all over the United States and 
the world.  We offer a strong program of research in a variety of areas of concern to 
social workers and a curriculum that prepares social work leaders who demonstrate 
competency in research, social welfare theory, teaching, and leadership. The 
Doctoral Program provides opportunities for doctoral students to work closely with 
faculty members on their funded research projects through research fellowships and 
independent study.  We strive to support students in a variety of ways academically 

and personally. Students in our program work closely with a faculty mentor throughout their doctoral 
training; have hands-on experience in various phases of the research process; have opportunities to learn 
and practice teaching skills; develop presentations for national professional conferences; and, have active 
involvement in writing and publication. 

Where: Cleveland, Ohio   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Colorado State University                                  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
  

Aging/Gerontology 
Disaster Response 
  

Health 
Rural Social Work 

  

For more information visit:  http://www.ssw.chhs.colostate.edu/students/graduate/PhD/
index.aspx 

Inspired by its land-grant heritage, Colorado State University (CSU) is 
committed to excellence, setting the standard for public research universities 
in teaching, research, service, and community engagement. CSU is a 
Carnegie Research university, and has been designated a Carnegie 
Community Engagement university. The Ph.D. program at the School of 
Social Work reflects CSU’s land grant mission of research, teaching, and 
service/engagement. We admits students in small cohorts every other year, 
so that classes remain small and the academic program can be individually 

designed to match personal goals and life schedules. The doctoral curriculum provides the necessary 
preparation for our graduates to become productive teachers, researchers, and scholars in social work. 
Our faculty pursues active research agendas and provides students opportunities to participate in grants, 
contracts, and teaching. CSU is located in Fort Collins, an hour’s drive north of Denver. On the front range 
of the Rocky Mountains, Fort Collins has excellent schools, outstanding recreational opportunities, a sunny 
climate, and has been cited by Money Magazine as one of the “Best Places to Live in the United States.” 

Where: Fort Collins, Colorado   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Columbia University 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social Welfare Policy 
Social/Economic Justice 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy  

For more information visit: http://www.socialwork.columbia.edu/phd-program 

Since its inception in 1950, the doctoral program at Columbia University 
School of Social Work has been at the forefront in preparing social work 
leaders to tackle the most challenging problems facing the profession.  
Doctoral students enter our program asking probing questions about the 
myriad of challenges and concerns facing vulnerable populations and the 
social workers who work with them, and they graduate well equipped to 
take on leadership in finding the answers that will advance the profession 

into the future. Doctoral students enjoy opportunities to learn from and conduct research side-by-side with 
nationally and internationally recognized scholars in their fields and not only within the School of Social 
Work, but beyond in the other social and behavioral sciences departments at Columbia as well. This 
interdisciplinary exposure within the program balances the best of social work’s professional concerns for 
highly complicated social problems, along with the state-of-the-science disciplinary methods and theory 
that can help shed light in devising effective responses. Only a world-class university like Columbia can put 
at one's fingertips such a rich selection of educational resources, research centers, collegial and 
interdisciplinary opportunities, combined with the unparalleled teeming social laboratory that is New York 
City. 

Where: New York, New York 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Florida International University 
Robert Stempel College of  

Public Health and Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Social Work Practice   
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

For more information visit: http://phdsocialwelfare.fiu.edu/ 

The Ph.D. Program in Social Welfare, located in Miami, Florida, prepares 
students for careers in research, university teaching, and leadership in social 
welfare. Through a combination of small courses, seminars, individualized 
instruction, collaborative study and research students are assisted to develop 
and strengthen their skills in methods of scientific inquiry, to deepen their 
understanding and analysis of social problems and public issues, and to 
contribute to the knowledge base of social welfare and the social work 

profession by evaluating the effects of interventions at all levels. 

The Ph.D. degree is first and foremost a research degree. Graduates have obtained positions as faculty 
members in some of the most prestigious universities as well as in the National Institutes of Health and 
other prominent research centers.  

Miami is a diverse, multi-ethnic region with a number of social problems as well as innovations in services 
and service delivery. This is reflected in the research interests of faculty and students, and in two 
prominent centers lead by social workers affiliated with the school. Faculty are particularly prominent in the 
areas of minority health disparities, substance abuse and HIV.  See more at the centers at http://
bridge.fiu.edu/ and http://crusada.fiu.edu/. 

Where: Miami, Florida  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare    

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Florida State University 
College of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Mental Health 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Rural Social Work 

  

For more information visit: http://csw.fsu.edu/academics/doctoral-program/ph-d-overview/ 

The College of Social Work Doctoral Program at FSU offers a Ph.D. with an 
emphasis in research methods and teaching. We develop well-rounded social 
work scholars and leaders in research and education by offering hands-on 
experiences in research and teaching, along with close mentoring by a well-
trained, diverse faculty. The curriculum is cutting-edge methodologically and 
designed to nurture students’ success. The program maintains a proven track 
record of producing well-rounded scholars who go on to pursue successful 
careers in academia. 

Where: Tallahassee, Florida   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Fordham University  
School of Social Service 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit: http://www.fordham.edu/info/20358/the_doctoral_program 

Fordham University's PhD in Social Work program empowers you to be a 
leader of change in education, research and organizations. Our accredited 
integrated curriculum allows you to focus on social work practice or policy and 
implementation, while also concentrating on a specific field such as 
gerontology, children and family services, and health or mental health. 

From our campus at Lincoln Center, the unparalleled diversity of the New York 
metropolitan area offers unique opportunities for you to collaborate with faculty in research, training, and 
educational projects while earning your PhD in Social Work. 

Where: Manhattan, New York   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 

  

Mental Health 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 
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Howard University                                             
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
 

Mental Health 
Social/Economic Justice 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

  

For more information visit: https://www.socialwork.howard.edu 

The Ph.D. Program in social work is research oriented and interdisciplinary in 
nature  It prepares graduates for leadership positions in the profession and for 
careers such as social work researchers, educators and senior level 
administrators. The program is designed to challenge students to reach their 
full potential. Specialization areas include Family and Community Resilience, 
Health and Mental Health, and International Development. Our program 
provides a focused student learning process with a knowledgeable and caring 

faculty. Students are challenged to grow as scholars and encouraged to use their experience as social 
workers to be exceptional in their scientific inquiry and examination. Our program prepares students to view 
themselves as global citizens rooted in the strengths perspective and a celebration of diversity — all 
principles of the Black Perspective which is the guiding philosophy of the School of Social Work. While we 
treasure the Howard legacy of innovative and pioneering scholarship, we are fully committed to investing in 
a new generation of scholars that are prepared to further this legacy.  

Where: Washington, D.C.   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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The Graduate Center of CUNY and the Silberman 
School of Social Work at Hunter College  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
  

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Race and Ethnicity 
Social Work Education 

    

For more information visit:  www.gc.cuny.edu/socialwelfare 

Students in our doctoral program enter with extensive practice experience, 
and their research interests develop from problems they have identified from 
the field. We introduce students to a range of approaches to inquire, and they 
develop research skills in depth through advanced courses offered at the 
Graduate Center or the New York City Interuniversity Consortium. The 
program has a strong commitment to social justice and the development of 

strategies for effective social and political change; our motto is "Scholarship for Social Change." We draw 
our faculty members from the Silberman School of Social Work at Hunter College and Graduate Center 
doctoral programs in sociology, criminal justice, psychology, public health, and political science. Our 
student body is exceptionally diverse. Although most of our students come from the Greater New York 
region, we welcome international and out-of-state students. 

Where: New York, New York  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree preferred  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Indiana University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Corrections/Criminal Justice 
Restorative Justice 
Health 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Social/Economic Justice 
Race and Ethnicity 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 

  

For more information visit: http://socialwork.iupui.edu/PhD/ 

The PhD Program in Social Work at Indiana University is built around a 
flexible interdisciplinary model which includes an integrated series of 
didactic and experiential learning opportunities.  While solidly grounded in 
the profession of social work, students take advantage of the rich learning 
experiences available in other schools throughout the university which may 
include some online courses. The mission of our program is to prepare 
research-oriented scholars and innovative educators and leaders imbued 

with the knowledge, values, and skills necessary to advance health, well-being, and social and economic 
justice in a diverse world.  

The PhD Program provides the foundation for a career in research through coursework exploring 
epistemological, methodological, practical and ethical issues related to the way research is conducted and 
used in applied settings.  Additional courses in theory, policy, and statistics are designed to relate directly to 
research skills and knowledge-building.  The research internship provides an opportunity to participate in 
various aspects of the research process with an experienced research mentor. Opportunities to gain 
teaching experience are available to PhD students each semester.  All full-time students are offered a 
financial support package that includes a stipend, tuition and fee remission, health insurance, and travel 
funding.  

Where: Indianapolis, Indiana   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Jackson State University 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Disaster Response 
Family Violence 

 

Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

  

For more information visit: http://www.jsums.edu/socialwork/phd-program/ 

The PhD Program at Jackson State University consists of 51 credits (minimum) 
hours.  It is organized around three major components:  core curriculum, 
electives, and dissertation.  The core curriculum consists of courses on the 
history and philosophy of social welfare, social and behavioral science theory, 
social work knowledge building, research methodology, statistics, social work 
education, and proposal development for dissertation.  Our mission is to prepare 
students for leaders as social work educators and scholars who will advance 

knowledge about social welfare and social work practice to assist in resolving urban and rural issues facing 
children, families, organizations, communities, and the global society.  

Where: Jackson, Mississippi   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Laval University 
 School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Aging/Gerontology 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
  

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Mental Health 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social Welfare Policy 

 

For more information visit: http://www2.ulaval.ca/les-etudes/programmes/repertoire/details/
doctorat-en-service-social-ph-d.html 

Ce doctorat vise à former des chercheuses et des chercheurs en 
service social aptes à exercer un leadership intellectuel original et 
critique en développant et en transmettant des connaissances sur de 
nouvelles problématiques sociales et leur complexité. Les diplômés 
seront en mesure de déterminer des problèmes sociaux, d'évaluer 
des pratiques sociales et d'en élaborer de nouvelles, ainsi que de 
communiquer leur savoir en enseignant à l'université et en publiant 
dans des revues savantes. Ce programme s'adresse principalement 

aux détenteurs d'une maîtrise en service social ou dans une discipline connexe des sciences sociales qui 
souhaitent développer des compétences avancées en intervention sociale et acquérir des compétences en 
recherche. Le programme de doctorat comprend 90 crédits et se subdivise en trois catégories d’activités: 
12 crédits de cours obligatoires, neuf crédits de cours à option et 69 crédits de recherche pour la 
réalisation de la thèse.  

Where: Quebec City, Quebec    

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Loma Linda University 
School of Behavioral Health 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disaster Response 

Gender 
Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global   
Development 
Mental Health 

Social/Economic Justice 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://behavioralhealth.llu.edu/programs/social-work/phd-social-
policy-and-social-research 

The Social Policy and Social Research PhD program at Loma Linda 
University is committed to developing skilled professionals to serve the 
needs of universities, communities and social agencies. Rooted in the 
tradition and values of the social work profession, students are provided 
with an integrative approach to an advanced curriculum in social science, 
social policy, Christian ethics and social research. Emphasis is placed on 
providing students with the theoretical foundation, methodological 

knowledge, and professional skills needed to conduct innovative and transdisciplinary research. Graduates 
of the Program are prepared for university faculty positons, advanced administrative and research careers 
in national and international health and human services organizations, and state and government agencies.  
Students are drawn to our doctoral program for many reasons, including our well-known excellence in 
academic and professional programs, personal mentoring through low student to faculty ratios (4:1), 
opportunities to collaborate with faculty on research projects in preparation for dissertation research; 
rigorous academics; and, support in “jump starting” a scholarly record through publications and grant 
writing. The faculty is dedicated to helping ensure each student success through a rigorous academic 
experience.  

Where: Loma Linda, California   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Policy and Social 
Research     

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or 
other Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Louisiana State University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

  
  

For more information visit: http://www.lsu.edu/chse/socialwork/academics/phd/index.php 

The LSU School of Social Work believes that doctoral education in Social 
Work must involve first and foremost a passionate commitment to learning, 
and a specific commitment to the pursuit of new knowledge that can improve 
the lives of our client populations. The PhD Program prepares the next 
generation of social work educators, researchers, administrators, and policy-
makers to contribute to the creation of the knowledge base of our 
profession.  Social work practitioners must have the highest quality, up-to-

date knowledge to strengthen the evidence base of their work, and it is the job of doctoral-trained social 
workers to provide this. The major educational outcomes for our doctoral students are:  

x To learn about the historical and contemporary contexts of social work research, focusing on the nature of 
research questions posed and the methods used to address these; 

x To learn to critically analyze the quality and merits of social work research in a variety of substantive areas; 

x To produce original research relevant to the field of social work, including the framing of research questions, 
synthesis of the existing relevant literature, the use of appropriate methods to investigate answers to research 
questions, and analysis, synthesis, and interpretation of data; and 

x To translate learning to practice. 

Where: Baton Rouge, Louisiana  

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Loyola University Chicago 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Family Violence 

Gender  
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy  
  

For more information visit: http://www.luc.edu/socialwork/ 

The PhD in Social Work program, established in 1986, extends the tradition of 
educating students skilled in clinical research, scholarship, and teaching with the 
Jesuit ideals of service to others and commitment to social justice as its foundation. 
The doctoral program prepares students for leadership roles in diverse practice and 
academic arenas. 

Where: Chicago, Illinois   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work 

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Memorial University of Newfoundland  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit: http://www.mun.ca/socwrk/doctoral/ 

The Social Work PhD program was introduced in 1995 and is the only such 
program in Atlantic Canada. It provides regionally relevant and accessible, 
advanced and specialized education in social work. 

The program is research-based, stressing critical thinking and the production 
of original and significant scholarship. Two streams are available:  (1) 
advanced social work practice and (2) social work education. There is also an 
internship in practice, education, or research.   

The due date for applications to the PhD Program is September 15 in even-numbered years. 

Where: St. John’s, Newfoundland    

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Disability 

Family Violence 

Gender 

 

  

Health 

Housing/Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Military/Veteran’s Issues 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion/Spirituality 

Rural Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy 
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Michigan State University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender   
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Rural Social Work 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy  
  

For more information visit: http://socialwork.msu.edu/Programs/PhD 

Our program involves 2.5 years of PhD coursework in social work and a 
focused cognate area (i.e., a cohesive group of electives from outside of 
social work), followed by the comprehensive exam and dissertation. 
Students complete the program in 5 years, on average. Upon admission, 
students are matched with an advisor who shares their substantive research 
interest; we emphasize mentoring as critical in preparing students to be 
researchers, scholars, and teachers.  

We offer four years of guaranteed financial support in the form of an assistantship each year, which 
includes a full tuition waiver, health benefits, and a $20,000+ stipend; additional financial assistance is 
available to support students' travel to conferences, independent research, statistical consultation, and so 
on. 

Where: East Lansing, Michigan   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only    

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

30



Morgan State University 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

  
  

For more information visit: http://www.morgan.edu/school_of_social_work/
bsw_msw_and_phd_programs/phd_in_social_work.html 

The Ph.D. department in the School of Social Work is uniquely designed to prepare 
students for leadership roles in urban social work research, urban policy analysis and 
advocacy, and social work education. The Ph.D. program in social work prepares 
students to apply a social justice framework to analyze and solve the catastrophic 
problems of contemporary urban society. 

Where: Baltimore, Maryland   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work   

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

31



New York University  
Silver School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Mental Health 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Race and Ethnicity 
Rural Social Work 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 
 
 

For more information visit: http://socialwork.nyu.edu/academics/doctoral-program.html 

Graduates from the NYU Silver School of Social Work PhD Program are 
competitively positioned for careers as independent researchers, scholars, and 
educators. 

They are prepared to address contemporary global social welfare challenges as 
faculty leaders at research-intensive institutions of higher education. 

Where: New York, New York   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Norfolk State University  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Child Welfare 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Health 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work 

  

For more information visit: https://www.nsu.edu/social-work/phd-program 

The mission of the PhD Program in the Ethelyn R. Strong School of Social 
Work at Norfolk State University is to prepare students for leadership roles in 
social work and in the field of family-centered social work practice as 
educators, researchers, practitioners, administrators, and policy analysts. 
Special emphasis is placed on knowledge building for social work practice on 
behalf of diverse families, especially African-American families.  The program 
prepares students for a scholarly role in social work education and practice, 
through its emphasis on theory building, research methods, and critical 

analysis of social policies, programs and practices that affect social work and social welfare. 

The Ethelyn R. Strong School of Social Work offers a full range of Social Work studies and education 
programs, including Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) accredited Bachelor and Master degreed 
programs in Social work, and the Doctoral Ph.D. Program in Social work. The School serves a diverse 
population of approximately 600 students, and emphasizes the value of social justice, social responsibility, 
and respect for human rights, dignity and diversity. The School is especially committed in addressing the 
strengths and challenges of an ethnically and culturally diverse client population, in an evolving global 
community. 

Where: Norfolk, Virginia   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: No, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Ohio State University                                             
College of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit:  http://csw.osu.edu/degrees-programs/phd/ 

The mission of our PhD program is to nurture the next generation of social 
work researchers and educators who can effectively and ethically respond to 
the social needs of our changing society. Based on the 2016 US News and 
World Reports Ranking, we are ranked 9th among all social work graduate 
programs at public universities and 17th overall among over 220 graduate 
programs.  We have over 30 faculty with a wide array of expertise in areas 
such as mental health, child welfare, social determinants of health, substance 

use, gerontology, positive youth development, intervention research, international social work, cross cultural 
social work practice, food securities, community-based practice, GLBTQ issues, etc.  What distinguishes 
our program from other doctoral programs is the focus on translational research that aims to move primary 
research results into application and dissemination to the social work practice community.  The curriculum 
aims to provide a strong foundation for students to be able to engage in the following types of translational 
research that include (1) basic research on etiology, prevalence, etc., (2) intervention design studies, (3) 
efficacy and effectiveness research, and (4) implementation, dissemination and utilization research, which 
involve multiple research methods (both quantitative and qualitative) to address critical questions. 

Where: Columbus, Ohio   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing/Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Race and Ethnicity 

Religion/Spirituality 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 
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Portland State University                                  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Disability 
Family Violence 
 

Gender 
Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
 

Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Work/Family/Family Policy 
 

For more information visit:  https://www.pdx.edu/ssw/phd-program- 

Since its inception in 1992, the mission of the Ph.D. Program in Social 
Work and Social Research at Portland State University has been to 
educate the next generation of scholars, researchers, teachers, and 
leaders in social work and related fields. Through individualized and 
interdisciplinary coursework, students are prepared to contribute to 
scholarly knowledge, conduct ethical, rigorous, and community-engaged 
research, and teach passionately and effectively in various settings--all 
with special attention to equity and justice.  In Portland Oregon, one of 

the most progressive and beautiful cities in our nation, students take their core courses at our School, and 
required elective courses in other colleges, schools, and departments at the university. Our curriculum 
highlights teaching pedagogy in social work and social science related disciplines using a variety of 
didactic, interactive, and experiential strategies. Students develop instructional skills teaching in classroom 
and community settings. Students develop research skills through the many opportunities to work with 
senior researchers at our nationally recognized research centers including the Regional Research Institute 
for Human Services, the Center for Improvement of Child and Family Services, and the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Mentoring Research. Students also engage in research projects working with a wider 
variety of community and government agencies, programs and leaders. 

Where: Portland, Oregon   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work 
and Social Research    

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Rutgers University 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender    
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy  

For more information visit: http://www.yu.edu/wurzweiler/phd-program-social-welfare/
resources/ 

The program prepares students for leadership positions as faculty, research 
scientists, and policy analysts.  Rutgers is one of the nation’s outstanding public 
universities and a member of the Association of American Universities (AAU) 
comprised of 62 leading research universities. The  program is located in New 
Brunswick, a dynamic community with easy access to New York and Philadelphia, 
and offers an array of cultural and learning activities.  The PhD program provides 

supervised research opportunities in areas including child welfare, poverty, violence against women and 
children, mental health services, addictions, gambling, international development, health, and public health. 
The SSW PhD faculty have been ranked 3rd nationally in research productivity by Academic Analytics. The 
program has a dynamic, diverse, and accomplished student body from across the U.S. and the world; 
strong professional development support including funding for conferences; generous funding packages 
including research stipends and tuition; teaching opportunities in our BASW and MSW programs; and 
excellent job placements in academia and research.   Our distinguished faculty have expertise in 
quantitative and qualitative research methods, and support dissertations across the range of secondary 
data analysis, primary data collection, and mixed methods.  Our students have success in generating 
competitive external funding for dissertation research, as well as internal university fellowships. 

Where: New Brunswick, New Jersey   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work 

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut–off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
Masters degree preferred 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Saint Louis University 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth  Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Disability 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Family Violence 
Immigrant/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 

Military and Veterans Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
School Social Work  

For more information visit: http://www.slu.edu/college-for-public-health-and-social-justice/
academics/social-work-degrees/phd-in-social-work 

The PhD in Social Work at the College for Public Health and Social 
Justice has a strong interdisciplinary and methodological orientation. 
This degree provides a strong foundation for an academic career or as 
a social work research scientist in practice or policy settings. Building 
on the foundations of required course work each student can develop a 
plan of study that is intended to provide an educational experience that 
our faculty feels meets the intellectual and professional requirements 

for PhD-trained students. These concentrations consist mainly of elected coursework and 
participation in mentored research. Students will also complete a dissertation project corresponding 
with student goals. 

Where: St. Louis, Missouri 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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San Diego State University 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth  Development 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Gender 
Health  
Mental Health 
 
 

Immigrant/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender   
Issues and Services 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Race and Ethnicity 
Social/Economic Justice 
School Social Work  

For more information visit: http://socialwork.sdsu.edu/irsu/ 

The PhD degree in Interdisciplinary Research on Substance (IRSU) is 
awarded jointly by UC San Diego and San Diego State University. This 
program was designed to prepare the next generation of leaders in 
substance use research with the knowledge and skills to advance evidence-
based and applied substance use interventions, programs and policies, 
including primary prevention of substance misuse and harm reduction. The 
program provides both a national and global health perspective in the field of 

substance use. Using a socio-ecological lens, our program advances education and research training 
specific to the interdisciplinary field of substance use and related co-morbid conditions (e.g., HIV and 
mental health). The program builds on mutual and complementary strengths of faculty in both institutions 
and will be the most productive doctoral programs in the nation associated with a School of Social Work. 

Where: San Diego, California   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: Joint Doctoral Program in     
Interdisciplinary Research on Substance Use  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Simmons College 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Disability 
Family Violence 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
  

  

For more information visit: http://www.simmons.edu/academics/graduate-programs/social-
work-phd 

The Ph.D. in social work is designed for experienced practitioners to develop applied 
scientific methodological skills and to improve the health and wellbeing of individuals 
and populations. The Ph.D. program is offered on a full-time basis, with all 
coursework offered on Thursdays during the regular academic semesters. No clinical 
practicum is required. A total of 45 credits (15 courses) are required for graduation. 
Other requirements include the teaching practicum, research practicum, and the 
successful completion of the dissertation. In addition, a written and oral 

comprehensive exam, and the submission of an empirical paper to a peer reviewed scientific journal is 
required. The journal article submission demonstrates students' expertise in a substantive area, and must 
be completed before progress into the dissertation seminar. The comprehensive exam and paper 
submission usually occur before the end of summer between the second and third years of study. The 
dissertation requirement can be demonstrated through a traditional format, or a three-manuscript option. 
Students, therefore, have the opportunity to graduate with a minimum of four peer-reviewed publications. 
Students are expected to complete the program, including defense of the dissertation, in 4 - 6 years. 

Where: Boston, Massachusetts   

Type: Private, Non-Profit  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Smith College 
School for Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Children and Families 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced 
Persons 
Mental Health 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Social Welfare Policy 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy  

  

For more information visit: https://www.smith.edu/ssw/acad_phd.php 

The goals and objectives of the School for Social Work PhD Program are 
derived from the mission of the School — to advance the aims of the 
profession through education for excellence in clinical social work practice 
and the development of knowledge.  The primary goal of the PhD program is 
to prepare advanced clinical practitioners/scholars to be able to contribute to 
the knowledge base of clinical social work practice.   

The practitioner/scholar is trained in critical thinking and in the integration and application of psychological 
theory, social theory, policy, practice, and research methods.  The program’s objectives focus on preparing 
social workers to become 1) advanced clinicians through the development of clinical understanding as well 
as conceptualization and engagement skills at an advanced level of clinical and research competence, 2) 
scholars and researchers contributing to the development and dissemination of knowledge related to 
clinical social work practice and research, and 3) faculty members and leaders in clinical social work.  Each 
area of our PhD program stresses a relationship-based and culturally responsive stance grounded in a 
commitment to facilitate anti-racism within our program and the Smith College School for Social Work 
community.  

Where: Northhampton, Massachusetts  

Type: Private, Non-Profit  

Degree offered: PhD Program  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Stony Brook University  
School of Social Welfare

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit: https://socialwelfare.stonybrookmedicine.edu/academics/phd 

The Ph.D. Program in the School of Social Welfare is a policy research 
degree that focuses on social problem/social welfare issues such as 
poverty, health, violence, and aging. It operates under the auspices of the 
Stony Brook University Graduate School and is committed to the School of 
Social Welfare's mission of social justice. Taking full advantage of the 
resources of both the Graduate School and the multidisciplinary Health 
Sciences Center as well as affiliated faculty throughout the University, the 
program features small classes, a supportive environment for doctoral 

students, and a rigorous course of study. Upon receipt of this Ph.D., graduates will be well prepared to 
teach, direct research projects in government and social agencies, and carry out policy analyses in the field 
of social welfare. 

Where: Stony Brook, New York  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Aging/Gerontology 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
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The Catholic University of America 
 National Catholic School of Social Service 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Disability 
Family Violence 
Health 

Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Social Work Practice 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
School Social Work 

  

For more information visit: http://www.cua.edu 

The Doctor of Philosophy in Social Work degree is awarded by The Catholic 
University of America as the mark of the highest academic achievement in 
preparation for active scholarship, research, and leadership in the social 
work profession. The doctoral program is committed to imbuing students with 
the knowledge, skills, and vision to promote human rights and social justice. 
It seeks to further the development of the profession through scholarly 
research, theory building, and leadership, so that it may increasingly serve 

society in the prevention, intervention, and ultimate alleviation of social problems as well as in the 
enhancement of social well-being. 

Where: Washington, D.C.    

Type: Private, Non-Profit  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree preferred 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Alabama 
 School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit:  http://socialwork.ua.edu/academics/phd-program-chair/ 

The University of Alabama Social Work Ph.D. program prepares scholars to 
conduct research, teach, and advance social work knowledge.  The Social 
Work faculty and staff are committed to doctoral education and to our 
students, success.   We are proud of the diversity of our students, and the 
ways our program benefits from that diversity.  The curriculum focuses on 
qualitative and quantitative research methods, statistics, practice theory, 
social welfare policy, and substantive areas of interest to students.  Courses 

enable students to apply content to their own research interests. The program provides students 
opportunities for research collaboration, co-authorship on manuscripts and presentations, and teaching in 
the classroom and online.  Our faculty members have a range of research interests, including special 
expertise in aging and end of life, child maltreatment, health and mental health, international social work, 
and social welfare policy. Students have the opportunity to work closely with faculty members. Our students 
receive teaching and research assistantships with stipends and tuition waivers. Some competitive 
enhanced scholarships are available as well. Our students have an excellent completion rate and success 
in securing faculty and research positions in social work programs throughout the country.   

Where: Tuscaloosa, Alabama   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without Masters degree must apply to joint 
MSW/Doctoral program  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

Disability 

Health 

Housing/Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/Administration 

Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Social Work Practice 
Race and Ethnicity 

Religion/Spirituality 

Rural Social Work 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Family Violence 
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University at Albany - State University of New York 
School of Social Welfare 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit: http://www.albany.edu/ssw/doctoral-social-welfare.php 

The University at Albany-SUNY School of Social Welfare offers a 
unique combination of strengths to qualified Ph.D. candidates. Our 
students collaborate with faculty of international reputation while 
conducting research in the areas that intrigue them most. After 
graduation, they are in great demand as faculty, researchers, 
practice leaders, and initiators of social welfare policy, as well as in 
other capacities. 

The curriculum is designed to accomplish three objectives: 1)To enable students to acquire a core of 
advanced knowledge of social work practice theory, social policy, research methods, and statistics; 2) To 
permit students to obtain specialized knowledge in areas of their own choosing; and 3) To facilitate the 
contribution of students to knowledge-building and education in social work and social welfare.  

The program of study consists of 36 credit hours of course work.  Required courses include four 
proseminars and two statistics courses. Two courses are taken outside the School of Social Welfare, 
which along with electives and optional internships in teaching, practice, and research, enable students to 
develop further their own individualized interests. Other requirements include in computer skills, a 
qualifying examination, a doctoral essay, a predissertation research requirement, and a dissertation. 

Where: Albany, New York   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 9–11 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without Masters degree must apply to joint 
MSW/Doctoral Program 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Community Practice/Macro Practice  

 

Disaster Response 
Family Violence 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

 

Mental Health  
Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Social Work Education  
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University at Buffalo - State University of New York   
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Our program is founded on the premise that sound, rigorous, and creative 
research is a vital means of advancing social justice. We eschew prescriptive 
definitions of social work research, and instead offer our students 
tremendous latitude in charting an innovative course of study. Our program is 
wholly interdisciplinary, with students taking the vast majority of courses 
outside of the SSW. To balance this freedom, we concentrate on providing 
students a clearly structured program and dedicated mentorship. We seek 

students who are energized by the wide-open prospects of our interdisciplinary and individualized program 
and who are undaunted by the corresponding challenges, whether being the only social work student in a 
classroom, trying out a new analytic method, or translating ideas and theories into a new field.  

Where: Buffalo, New York   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without Masters degree must apply to joint 
MSW/Doctoral Program 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 

 

 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
 
  
  

Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

 

Mental Health 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work 

  

For more information visit:  http://socialwork.buffalo.edu/education/phd-in-social-
welfare.html 
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University of Calgary 
Faculty of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
 

 

Disability 
Family Violence  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 

Housing and Homelessness 
Social/Economic Justice 

  

For more information visit: http://fsw.ucalgary.ca/calgary/prospective-students/doctor-
philosophy-phd 

Our PhD is a research-based degree intended to produce highly qualified social 
work researchers and teachers who will become future leaders of the social work 
profession. Faculty members focus on many substantive areas relevant to social 
work practice as well as a variety of methodological strategies. We emphasize 
creativity as well as rigor, interdisciplinarity, and a commitment to student 
success.  

Where: Calgary, Alberta    

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only   

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of California, Berkeley 
School of Social Welfare 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 
 

Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services  
Mental Health 
 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work  

For more information visit: http://socialwelfare.berkeley.edu/doctoral-program 

Berkeley’s School of Social Welfare develops doctoral scholars who 
challenge conventional wisdom and make significant contributions to the 
field of social welfare and the profession of social work through excellent 
research, teaching, policy development, and administration. 

Our doctoral graduates are prepared to tackle the most difficult social 
problems we face, contributing to new knowledge in areas as wide-
ranging as poverty, severe mental health, racial and ethnic inequalities, 

and health. They form a cadre of researchers who are developing new ideas about service systems that 
can help children, families, and communities to develop and thrive. 

Where: Berkeley, California   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without Masters degree must apply to the 
Joint MSW/Doctoral Program 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of California, Los Angeles 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Aging/Gerontology 
  

Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
  

Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
  

  

For more information visit: http://luskin.ucla.edu/content/phd-curriculum 

The mission of the UCLA Social Welfare Doctoral Program is to train research 
oriented scholars to advance the field of social welfare and social work practice 
through research and knowledge development.  The purpose of the program is to 
provide the students with the necessary expertise, both substantive and 
methodological, that will enable them to assume leadership roles in academic, 
social welfare policy and social work practice settings. 

Where: Los Angeles, California   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Chicago  
School of Social Service Administration 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global   
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work 
Work/Family/Family Policy  

For more information visit: http://ssa.uchicago.edu/doctoral-program 

As a member of the SSA doctoral program, you will join a select group of 
outstanding students and scholars who advance an interdisciplinary 
approach to social work and social welfare scholarship. The program is 
designed to deepen students' mastery of both social science theory and 
research methods so that they are prepared to contribute to scholarly 
knowledge in innovative ways. The PhD in social work opens doors to 
university-level research and teaching positions and high-level policy 

research. In the doctoral program, you have the flexibility of designing your own course of study in tandem 
with related disciplines across the University of Chicago. What makes SSA different is that our students 
receive the theoretical training needed to become applied social scientists. 

Where: Chicago, Illinois 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Service  
Administration     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Connecticut                                  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence  
Gender 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services  
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice  
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit:  http://ssw.uconn.edu/our-programs/phd-program/ 

Where: West Hartford, Connecticut   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3 - 5 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
Required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Our PhD program prepares students to be national leaders in social work research 
and education. Students will 1) Learn applied research skills to address pressing 
social problems and promote social justice and human rights; 2) Join a community 
of supportive mentors, distinguished faculty, and peers; 3) Opportunities to teach in 
the MSW program and to serve as Research Assistants under the guidance of 
nationally known faculty; and 4) Prepare for faculty positions and research centers 
across the country. 

Core classes are offered on one day per week and students have opportunities to 
join ongoing faculty research projects and receive teaching mentorship.  Our faculty are actively involved in 
scholarship and research with interests in children and families; international social work; criminal justice; 
community violence reduction and prevention; mental health, addiction and trauma; Latino studies, human 
rights, racism and social and economic justice.  In Fall 2017, the SSW will be moving to our new downtown 
Hartford location with increased opportunities for community and agency partnerships and initiatives as well 
as access to many cultural and artistic venues and activities. 
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University of Denver 
Graduate School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Gender 

Housing/Homelessness 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Health 

For more information visit: http://www.du.edu/socialwork/programs/phd/index.html 

The doctoral program at the Graduate School of Social Work trains master's-
level human service professionals to become social work researchers, 
educators and policy experts. Founded in 1968, GSSW's PhD program is 
among the oldest social work doctoral programs in the nation. It enrolls 
students from all parts of the United States and around the world.  As a 
doctoral student, you're encouraged to develop a solid understanding of the 
theories, social interventions and policies that guide research in your 

substantive area. The program emphasizes: 

x knowledge development through advanced coursework in theory, policy and research methodology; 

x research competencies through required and elective courses, graduate research assistantships and 
dissertation research; 

x collaboration with faculty working in diverse, substantive areas including high-risk youth, child welfare, 
gerontology, mental health, substance abuse and poverty; and 

x teaching skills through a teaching practicum, elective courses and faculty mentoring. 

Where: Denver, Colorado   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

51



University of Georgia  
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Disaster Response 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice  

For more information visit:  http://ssw.uga.edu/academics/phd.html 

Founded in 1990, the University of Georgia School of Social Work PhD 
Program has produced graduates who have gone on to assume 
academic, research, or administrative positions nationally and globally. 
The mission of the School of Social Work at the University of Georgia is 
to prepare culturally competent practitioners and scholars to be leaders in 
addressing persistent and emerging social problems through practice, 
research, and policy. Informed by this mission, as nested in the larger 
University mission as a public land- and sea-grant institution, the PhD 

program emphasizes the impact of research on social work education, practice, and local and global 
society. With this, the PhD program at the University of Georgia prepares social work professionals to be 
scholars who pursue careers in academic settings, and in some cases, in other applied forms of research 
in the public and private sectors. The overall goals of the program are to ensure that students develop as 
scholars with the necessary skills to progress well-defined research foci that contribute to addressing those 
persistent and emerging social problems. Our program also emphasizes learning about teaching and 
provides experiential opportunities so that graduates are able to provide quality instruction across the 
social work curriculum. 

Where: Athens, Georgia  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Myron B. Thompson School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information, visit: www.hawaii.edu/sswork/phd 

The University of Hawai`i, Myron B. Thompson School of Social Work PhD 
program prepares students for leadership in the advancement of social 
welfare education, practice, policy development and research.  The program 
promotes social justice and global understanding through scholarly inquiry 
using indigenous and mixed method approaches.  Emphasis is placed on 
knowledge development which enhances the wellbeing of Native Hawaiians, 

and the diverse people and communities of Hawai`i and Asian-Pacific Region. 

Where: Honolulu, Hawaii  

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment     

Average Enrolled Students Per Year: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is 
no cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or 
other Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Health 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
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University of Houston            
Graduate College of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Gender 

Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://www.uh.edu/socialwork/academics/phd/ 

The goal of the GCSW doctoral program is to prepare social work researchers, 
scholars, and educators to advance the knowledge base of the profession. The Ph.D. 
Program offers students an opportunity to: conduct translational research on 
evidence-based interventions and policies in real world social work and social welfare 
settings; develop a multidisciplinary understanding of complex issues and problems; 
focus on innovative methodologies in knowledge building; and foster individual 
connections and collaborative mentorship. 

Where: Houston, Texas  

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
Masters degree preferred 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Illinois at Chicago 
Jane Adams College of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
School Social Work 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: https://socialwork.uic.edu/ 

The mission of the Jane Addams College of 
Social Work is to educate professional social 
workers, develop knowledge, and provide 
leadership in the development and 
implementation of policies and services on behalf 
of the poor, the oppressed, racial and ethnic 
minorities, and other at-risk urban populations. 

Consistent with this mission and Jane Addams Hull House tradition, the PhD Program in Social Work 
attempts to respond to the urgent demand for more effective human services, the need for changes in 
social policy and the growth in social work education at all levels. 

The program is designed to support the development of scholars of social and economic justice, providing 
students with the knowledge and skills for advancing social work treatment theory and research and for 
development and direction of social welfare programs. It provides for two broad research tracks: social 
planning, policy and administration, and social work practice scholarship within which a more specialized 
area of individualized study is selected. 

Where: Chicago, Illinois  

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Disaster Response 
Gender 
Health 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Rural Social Work 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: http://socialwork.illinois.edu/academics/doctoral-program-ph-d/ 

The University of Illinois School of Social Work doctoral program offers an 
interdisciplinary approach, blending social work courses along with 
coursework in one or more allied disciplines. Using this approach, students are 
exposed to diverse research methods while developing substantive expertise 
in the subject area they select.  Students will be paired with an academic 
advisor based on their academic interests, and the advisor will work closely 
with to help identify a professional focus plan, select relevant coursework, and 

monitor the student's progress throughout the program. 

PhD students conduct research and analyze policies on issues of importance to society, and will be 
prepared for university-level teaching and for social work research upon graduation. The School works 
closely with PhD graduates in pursuing job opportunities. 

Where: Urbana, Illinois  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment     

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Iowa 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Family Violence 
Health 

Immigrant/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Rural Social Work 

For more information visit: http://clas.uiowa.edu/socialwork/graduate-program/phd-social-
work 

Our doctoral program is a small but selective program. It is a four year 
program but also offers a de-accelerated five-year option. Upon admission, 
students work with their advisors to develop an individualized plan of study. 
Students major in social work but will select another discipline (i.e., 
sociology, public health, education, or psychology) as their concentrations, 
with the purpose to expose students to different fields and to broaden their 
knowledge base. Students typically take their comprehensive exam in the 

summer of the second year and defense in the following Fall. After then they will start the dissertation 
process. 

Given the small size of the program, our students have great opportunities to work closely with our faculty 
members in classroom settings (through teaching practicum and TAship) and on collaborative projects 
(through research practicum, and RAship). Most co-author at least one paper with our faculty before 
graduating from the program The small size of the program also allows our faculty member to know 
individual students as a person and to provide various support needed. In recent years, our graduate 
students were able to secure tenure-track positions in top-ranked schools of social work such as Columbia, 
Boston College, and Tulane. 

Where: Iowa City, Iowa  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work    

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 1- 2 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
other Masters degree preferred 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Kansas  
School of Social Welfare

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Mental Health 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Family Violence 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Rural Social Work  

For more information visit: http://socwel.ku.edu/academics/degrees/phd/overview 

The goal of the University of Kansas School of Social Welfare doctoral program is to 
prepare students to become leaders nationally and internationally in advancing social 
work practice and policy through research, teaching, and scholarship. Our students 
graduate from the program with the critical knowledge and skills they need to become 
innovative stewards of the discipline who generate and disseminate knowledge as 
researchers, scholars and educators. 

Where: Lawrence, Kansas  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Louisville 
Raymond A. Kent School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: http://louisville.edu/kent/academics/doctor-of-philosophy-in-
social-work 

The Ph.D. program in social work at the Kent School of Social Work 
prepares academically motivated master's level social workers to take on 
teaching, research, administrative, and policy analysis positions.  The 
program focuses on building research, teaching, and analytic 
competencies through courses on social (work) theories, advanced 
research design and analysis, teaching, ethics, special topics seminars, 
guided research practicums and independent studies. 

Where: Louisville, Kentucky  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment     

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Manitoba                                             
Faculty of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Family Violence 

 

Gender 
Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Mental Health 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 

For more information visit:  http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/social_work/programs/
fort_garry/587.html 

The University of Manitoba Ph.D. is a small individualized program focusing on 
developing skills for research and teaching. A full range of opportunities for 
study is available, and we particularly encourage research concerning 
Indigenous people and women. 

Where: Winnipeg, Manitoba   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Maryland  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
School Social Work 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy  
 

For more information, visit: http://www.ssw.umaryland.edu/phd/ 

We have an exciting program that prepares graduates to conduct social work 
research and teach the next generation of social workers.  All of our full-time 
students are fully funded with a stipend, tuition remission, and health 
insurance.  We love to have potential applicants visit the program if you will 
be in the Baltimore, Maryland area, but we are happy to talk by phone or 
answer questions by e-mail if you cannot visit in person.  Please see our 
website for much more information. 

Where: Baltimore, Maryland   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Michigan  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

 
 

 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Issues 
and Services  
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice  
Work/Family/Family Policy 
 
 

For more information, visit: http://ssw.umich.edu/programs/phd 

The Joint Doctoral Program in Social Work and Social Science is an 
interdepartmental program at the University of Michigan. It awards a joint 
PhD degree in Social Work and one of five social science disciplines -- 
Anthropology, Economics, Political Science, Psychology, and Sociology. It 
accepted its first students in 1957 and was the first program of its kind. 
Affording students the opportunity for individualized study with 
internationally recognized scholars in a wide variety of research domains 

in social work and social science, the Joint Program in Social Work and Social Science at the University of 
Michigan is broadly acknowledged as one of the finest interdisciplinary programs in the United States. 
Alumni of the Joint Doctoral Program have attained leadership positions throughout the world as 
distinguished educators, researchers, senior administrators, practitioners, analysts and activists. Students 
who enter the program without an MSW have the opportunity to obtain the MSW degree before candidacy 
while also pursuing doctoral coursework.  All students complete a supervised research internship; 
coursework and preliminary exams in both social work and their social science; and a dissertation that is 
joint between social work and social science.  

Where: Ann Arbor, Michigan   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: Joint Doctoral Program in Social 
Work and Social Science  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without Masters degree must apply to the 
Joint MSW/Doctoral Program 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Minnesota 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice  

For more information visit: http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ssw/Programs/PhD/ 

The PhD Program in the School of Social Work, established in 1946, is one 
of the oldest in the United States. The University of Minnesota is one of the 
largest and most comprehensive universities in the United States. It is both 
a state land-grant university with a strong tradition of education and public 
service, and a major research institution with scholars of national and 
international reputation. Its location in an urban setting with a progressive 
social service milieu makes for an excellent location for social work 

research.  The PhD program helps early career scholars gain the theoretical and methodological skills they 
need to help understand and develop solutions to pressing social problems. The program, which typically 
takes 4 to 5 years of full-time study and comes with generous funding packages, provides students 
opportunities to learn advanced research methods and be mentored by nationally prominent faculty 
engaged in grant-funded research. Our faculty prides itself on its local, national and international community 
engagement, and faculty and PhD students are often involved in community-based participatory research, 
intervention research, policy analysis and international social work research.  Graduates of the program 
include internationally recognized scholars, and many alumni are deans and faculty members of schools of 
social work internationally.  

Where: St. Paul, Minnesota 

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without a Masters degree must apply to the 
Joint MSW/Doctoral program  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Missouri-Columbia 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 

Rural Social Work 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice  Poverty/
Disadvantaged Populations 
Work/Family/Family Policy 
Social/Economic Justice  
Social Welfare Policy 
 

  

For more information visit: http://ssw.missouri.edu/phd.html 

The University of Missouri School of Social Work PhD program is nationally 
distinct in its interdisciplinary emphasis, theory-driven research, community-
based collaborative research, and student-faculty collaborative research. The 
program’s purpose is to produce researchers who investigate social problems 
and disseminate research knowledge, as well as to produce high quality 
social work educators. It also prepares graduates with the highest level of 
knowledge and skills needed to inform policy making, program development 

and evaluation, and research on clinical practice issues. The School is also a member of the St. Louis 
Group for Excellence in Social Work Research and Education, an elite group of research oriented schools 
of social work. Accordingly, the goal of the PhD program is to prepare students for excellence and 
leadership in social work research and teaching. One of the strengths of our program is that students have 
opportunities for collaborative research and teaching with other disciplines across campus, such as family 
and community medicine, health sciences, nursing, public health, women’s and gender studies, 
interdisciplinary research centers, and others. Frequently, such collaboration makes an important 
contribution to student success in the program. 

Where: Columbia, Missouri   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill     
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Social Work Practice  
 

For more information visit:  http://ssw.unc.edu/programs/doctoral 

The Ph.D. Program in Social Work at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill is designed to produce graduates who are capable of building 
and testing explanatory and practice theory to guide social interventions in 
social work. It includes thorough training in research methodology and 
data analysis for addressing both basic and applied research questions. It 
is not designed to add to clinical or practice skills.  Students define a 
specialized area of study that focuses their assignments and guides their 
research experiences. It is anticipated that graduates will pursue careers 

involving scholarly activity and basic and applied research in either academic, research, or policy settings.  

Where: Chapel Hill, North Carolina   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
Masters degree preferred  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Pennsylvania                               
School of Social Policy and Practice 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit:  http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/degree-programs/phd-in-social-
welfare/overview/about-the-program/ 

Social problems are complex. The University of Pennsylvania PhD program in 
Social Welfare is designed to develop leaders in academia and research to 
identify both problems and potential solutions. We work hard to foster scholarly 
energy, collaboration, and creativity.  Most of our graduates go on to faculty 
posts in Schools of Social Work and Social Welfare. Grounded in the core 
components of Penn Compact 2020’s inclusion, innovation, and impact, the 
PhD program in Social Welfare educates a new generation of researchers, 
teachers, and leaders. 

Our program is structured so that students can earn their PhD in 4 years.  Coursework is completed in the 
first two years. In addition to learning fundamental content and research skills at SP2, our PhD students 
can take courses in virtually any department at Penn.  The last two years are dedicated to gaining research 
and teaching experience while completing the dissertation. The typical student has multiple publications 
upon graduation and has teaching experience at the master’s level. 

Where: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania    

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Pittsburgh 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 

Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy  

For more information visit: www.socialwork.pitt.edu/admissions-aid/phd 

The University of Pittsburgh has one of the oldest and most well respected 
social work doctoral programs in the United States.  Our full time program is 
highly competitive and we accept 6-8 students each year. The students we 
accept are fully funded with tuition and stipend support for four years of 
study. Tuition support includes health insurance, and we have a wonderful 
Social Work Library which is part of the University’s Library System.  The 
doctoral program is open to applicants who have demonstrated intellectual 

capacity, critical thinking skills, and potential for research and scholarship.  Doctoral students are supported 
in years 1 and 2 by research-based Graduate Student Assistantships (GSAs), and in years 3 and 4 by 
Teaching Assistantships (TAs). Exceptional students with post master’s teaching experience and who have 
defended their overview may apply for our Teaching Fellowship (TFs).  
Both GSAs and TA/TFs provide tuition remission and stipends for the fall, spring, and summer terms. There 
is a 20-hour-per-week work requirement for both the GSR and TA appointments.  A student receives GSA 
or TA support for four years as long as they are making satisfactory progress toward their doctoral degree. 
If a fifth year is required, it is usually supported by adjunct teaching. Students are also encouraged to apply 
for pre-doctoral research traineeships and other awards.  In addition to the above, we offer some support for 
conference travel after the first year. 

Where: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but students 
without Masters degree must apply to the 
Joint MSW/Doctoral Program 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of South Carolina 
College of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

Disability 

Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing/Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion/Spirituality 

Social Work Practice 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

For more information visit: http://cosw.sc.edu/academic-program/phd 

At the University of South Carolina, our PhD program in social work prepares 
aspiring scholars for academic careers. We offer an individualized program of 
study to foster students’ curiosity and social networks in their areas of interest. 
Like other social work PhD programs, we provide coursework in social work 
research and theory. However, our PhD program is distinguished by three 
emphases: community-engagement, trans-disciplinarily (i.e., team science), and 

leadership for social change. These program emphases are supported by coursework, seminars, research 
and teaching practicums, and research assistantships in the College of Social Work and additional 
opportunities throughout the University of South Carolina.  In our PhD program, students learn and work 
with a diverse and innovative College of Social Work faculty. Many faculty members are carving out 
unusual niches in social work research and education, in addition to conducting research in settings such 
as child welfare, mental health, schools, the military, and criminal justice. In addition, our faculty members 
actively collaborate with researchers in public health, psychology, business, pharmacy, computer science, 
medicine, education, nursing, engineering, and more. Some of these collaborations extend across the 
United States and around the world (e.g., Korea, Vietnam, India, West Africa, China, Central America). 

Where: Columbia, South Carolina   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social work 

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 3–5 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of South Florida 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 

Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

  

For more information visit: http://http://socialwork.cbcs.usf.edu/doctorate/ 

The PhD Program in the School of Social Work at University of South Florida is 
offered via a nontraditional model of delivery. During the first three years, 
students complete thirty-six hours of course work in nine semesters. These 
courses are offered in intensive weekend sessions during the fall and spring 
semesters and in concentrated three-week summer sessions. Dissertation work 
(24 hours) is taken over the course of years four and five. This innovative 

doctoral program allows students to complete course work while maintaining full-time employment 
commitments and it does not require students to reside full-time in the Tampa Bay area. 

Where: Tampa, Florida   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Part-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Southern California 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Gender 

Health 

Housing and Homelessness 

 International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Organizations/Management/Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

Rural Social Work 

School social Work 

Social Work Practice 

 Work/Family/Family Policy  

The USC School of Social work prepares doctoral scientists, scholars and 
educators who are able to produce impactful research that will make a 
significant contribution to alleviating suffering and increasing the well-being 
of individuals, families, groups, organizations and society as a whole. Our 
graduates are ready to take on leadership roles within academia and 
significant research institutes and to tackle the most significant social 
problems we face in areas such as homelessness, poverty, incarceration, 

substance abuse, child welfare, racial and ethnic inequalities, mental health, workplace diversity, global 
health, and youth unemployment.  Our PhD program learning objectives are: 1) Mastery of a broad base of 
knowledge in social work and a specific area of knowledge relevant to their own research interests, 
including theories and methods of intervention; 2) Mastery of a research methodology and advanced 
statistics, including quantitative and qualitative methods; 3) Demonstrated ability to make original and 
significant contribution to the scientific knowledge base in their area of research; 4) Demonstrated ability to 
engage in a productive research career, including publications, grant writing and conference presentations; 
and 5) Demonstrated ability to teach and provide a valuable educational experience to students in 
academic settings. 

Where: Los Angeles, California   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work 

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
Masters degree preferred 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 

For more information visit: https://sowkweb.usc.edu/admissions/doctor-of-philosophy/
application-process 
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University of Tennessee 
College of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Family Violence 

 

Disaster Response 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 

 

Military/Veteran’s Issues 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Social Work Practice 
Social/Economic Justice 
School Social Work 

  

For more information visit: http://www.csw.utk.edu/phd/index.htm 

The University of Tennessee College of Social Work offers a Ph.D. in 
social work. The purpose of our program is to train researchers and 
teachers who can work in a variety of settings to develop and 
disseminate knowledge about interventions, programs, and policies that 
will be used by professional social workers. Students who complete our 
PhD program will receive extensive training in research methods and 
statistics and will critically examine issues relevant to social work 

practice at both the micro and macro levels. An essential aspect of their training is their access to state-of-
the art technology and equipment. Students also gain extensive experience in effective college teaching, 
including online teaching and best practices for the use of technology in the classroom. A cornerstone of 
the PhD program is strong mentoring relationships between students and faculty. Working closely with a 
faculty mentor, students will become thoroughly familiar with the professional literature in their selected 
area and will conduct empirical research that will contribute to the knowledge base of social work. PhD 
students have multiple opportunities to publish research papers, make presentations at national 
conferences, and develop their skills as social work educators. 

Where: Knoxville, Tennessee   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work    

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Texas at Arlington 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Family Violence 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Social Welfare Policy 
School Social Work  
Race and Ethnicity 
Social Work Practice 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: http://www.uta.edu/ssw/academics/phd/index.php 

Our Social Work Ph.D. program prepares students for careers in social work 
research, policy, and teaching. Our graduates hold faculty positions in universities 
around the world, and have made major contributions to social work practice, 
education, research, administration, and leadership.  Our program is known for its 
diversity, as students come to UTA from many countries, regions of the US, and 
diverse backgrounds. Students work closely with faculty members in small-enrollment 
classes, and on faculty projects that provide hands-on experience with all phases of 
the research process, from proposals to publications. Our students publish in 

professional journals, present at national conferences, and submit research proposals to external funders. 
All students begin teaching BSW/MSW courses independently in their second year, and enter the 
academic job market with highly competitive experiences in both research and teaching. Students in the 
program receive funding, in the form of tuition waivers, graduate teaching/research stipends, fellowships, 
and scholarships.  They benefit from strong support systems including a well-staffed advising office, and 
career development opportunities in professional writing, publication, job interviews, and colloquia 
presentations. The Doctoral Student Association is active and offers a peer mentorship program to help 
students navigate the role-changes from coursework to teaching and dissertation writing. 

Where: Arlington, Texas   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9–11 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Texas at Austin 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
 

Family Violence 
Health 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Religion and Spirituality  
School Social Work 
Social Work Practice  
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit:  https://socialwork.utexas.edu/phd 

Graduates are prepared to provide intellectual leadership as researchers, 
educators, and directors of public and private organizations.  Over 230 
graduates since 1973 work in top U.S. universities and other distinguished 
places of leadership as researchers and scholars known for their expertise in 
improving social justice, resolving critical social problems, and enhancing the 
well-being of people across diverse socioeconomic groups. This program 
requires a minimum of 47 hours of post-graduate study and is designed to 

closely follow GADE Quality Guidelines.  The program focuses on the development of research 
competencies related to both social work practice and policy, and prepares students to generate and 
disseminate knowledge that will guide social work practice.  Students are provided with substantial 
opportunities for enmeshment in research and publication through personal one-on-one mentorship from 
faculty, research practicums, involvement in our nine research institutes, and completion of dissertation 
research.  Students are also prepared to disseminate knowledge through teaching as they complete 
teaching assistantships, course work in pedagogy, and personal classroom teaching experiences.  
Students develop a specialized area of knowledge so they can contribute to meaningful scholarship in an 
area of social work practice and assume positions as new contributors and stewards of knowledge for the 
social work profession. 

Where: Austin, Texas   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Toronto 
Factor-Inwentash School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth 

Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Disability 

Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy  

For more information visit: http://socialwork.utoronto.ca/programs/phd-programs/ 

The PhD program at the Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work doctoral 
program aims to prepare students for leadership roles in social work 
education, research and the community. Students are admitted to the PhD 
Program on the basis of prior scholarly and professional achievements. 
Applicants who have been involved in research and who have a record of 
publications are rated highly for consideration for admission. These admission 
criteria acknowledge that the PhD in Social Work is a research degree located 

in a University which emphasizes research excellence for all of its graduate programs. Through 
scholarship, research, and mastery of substantive areas of study the objectives of the program require 
student competence in the following:  

1) demonstrate substantive knowledge of a field of social work (defined by students’ research interests), which 
results in the articulation of important empirical questions;  

2) conduct social work research using a range of paradigms and methods;  
3) conduct research that both informs and advances social work knowledge and performance in areas of 

direct practice, community intervention, and policy development; and  
4) demonstrate a broad understanding of the major practice and policy issues in social welfare and the 

profession of social work. 

Where: Toronto, Ontario   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 9–11 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

74



University of Utah  
College of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Mental Health 
Disability 

Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons  
International Social Work and Global De-
velopment 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Organizations/Management/ 
Administration 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
Rural Social Work 
Social Work Education 

For more information visit: http://socialwork.utah.edu/academics-resources/phd/ 

Our PhD Program balances theory-driven research based on strong 
methodological and analytic skills. Graduates are prepared to be productive 
researchers and skilled teachers in prominent schools of social work, and we 
offer competitive support for qualifying students. Designed for students to 
obtain their degree in three to five academic years, the first part of the 
program consists of core doctoral coursework, including epistemology, 
statistics, systematic reviews, and qualitative and quantitative methods, as 

well as substantive elective classes, followed by independent research culminating in the dissertation 
process. Coursework in our interdisciplinary program promotes strong critical and inter-professional 
thinking, and integrative, evidence-based approaches to social problems, drawing from a solid social 
science theory base. Pedagogical skills are developed through combined approaches of mentoring and 
classroom teaching, supplemented by training through the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence. 
The graduation requirements and curriculum enhance our intensive, research-driven approaches to build 
and test new practice paradigms with a focus on systems change. We prepare students for exciting roles in 
which they will contribute to the development of knowledge in the field of social welfare and the profession 
of social work. 

Where: Salt Lake City, Utah   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment       

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3 -5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Washington 
School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Family Violence 
Health 
Mental Health 

Immigrant/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Rural Social Work 
School Social Work  
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: http://socialwork.uw.edu/programs/phd/phd-program-in-social-
welfare 

The PhD Program in Social Welfare, which began in autumn 1975, 
awards the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. The program prepares 
students to become leaders in the advancement of knowledge in the 
profession and relevant interdisciplinary domains. Students acquire both 
the substantive and methodological competence to contribute theoretical 
formulations and empirical research that inform effective social work 
practice and advance scholarship in social welfare for the promotion of 
social justice.  In our PhD program, we emphasize preparation for 

research and teaching roles, including hands-on experience in supervised practice in addition to special 
training involving expert invited speakers, workshops, and seminars. Our doctoral faculty are ranked 
among the most productive in the nation and have a high level of grant funding.  The University of 
Washington has achieved national recognition for its educational innovations and initiatives for preparing 
students for teaching roles, and our School participates in many innovative programs to develop teaching 
skills.  Cohort sizes are kept small, which allows intense faculty-student interactions and mentoring 
throughout the various phases of the program and fosters supportive, collaborative relationships among 
students. As a result, students in our doctoral program enjoy an unusually high rate of completion. 

Where: Seattle, Washington   

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare    

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Windsor 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Mental Health  
Disability 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Gender 
Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender 
Issues and Services 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Education 

For more information visit: https://www.uwindsor.ca/socialwork 

The Ph.D. Program in Social Work is designed to produce research 
oriented scholars.  We provide students an opportunity to become 
proficient in both qualitative and quantitative methods and have faculty 
with a broad array of interests and specialties.  The program consists of 
a combination of coursework and dissertation research and a wide 
assortment of university and provincial funding exists to support 
students. 

Where: Windsor, Ontario  

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only  

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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University of Wisconsin - Madison  
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Disability 

Family Violence 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Mental Health 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: https://socwork.wisc.edu/phd 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Ph.D. Program in Social Welfare strives to 
develop scholars, leaders, and social work educators who will advance knowledge 
about social work, social welfare policy, and intervention strategies from a behavioral 
and social science perspective to improve the quality of life of individuals, families, 
groups, communities and organizations. The program has a strong reputation of 
academic excellence. Students have a wide selection of courses in world-renowned 
social and behavioral science departments such as sociology, economics, educational 
psychology, human development and family studies, the La Follette School of Public 
Affairs, psychology, women’s studies, population health sciences, and nursing. 

The Ph.D. program provides an interdisciplinary plan of study in basic and applied 
social research. In their programs doctoral students build and integrate knowledge in: 

x a substantive or social problem area (e.g., child welfare, aging, developmental disabilities, end-of-life 
care, health, mental health, poverty) 

x social science theory (e.g., theories of the life course, economic theory, psychopathology, 
organizational theory, stress process theories) 

x research designs and statistical methodologies (e.g., program evaluation, policy analysis, longitudinal 
analysis). 

Where: Madison, Wisconsin   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee 
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
  
  

Family Violence 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
  

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

  

For more information visit: http://uwm.edu/socialwelfare/academics/phd-in-social-welfare/ 

Our program accepts both full-time and part-time students. We also offer a joint 
MSW/PhD option. Our focus is on preparing graduates for roles as researchers and 
university faculty members in social work or criminal justice. The curriculum 
emphasizes quantitative and qualitative research methods, theory, the philosophy of 
science, specialized content in four concentration options (Children and Families, 
Criminal Justice, Gerontology and Health/Behavioral Health), and development of 
technical skills in areas such as grant writing and classroom teaching.  

Our school includes the departments of social work and criminal justice, and faculty 
from both participate actively as classroom instructors, research mentors, and 
dissertation chairs. Recent graduates hold positions as faculty members in top-ten 

programs and as applied researchers in areas such as violence prevention, epidemiology, and child well-
being. One graduate also received the 2016 Distinguished Dissertation Award from the Society for Social 
Work and Research.  We provide a generous package of financial assistance to incoming full-time students 
and have also been successful in helping advanced students compete for dissertation funding. Our 
program is small and close-knit, and our faculty work hard to involve students in all aspects of their 
research. Please contact us for more information. 

Where: Milwaukee, Wisconsin   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3 - 5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Disability 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

  

For more information visit: https://www.socialwork.vcu.edu/programs/phd/index.html 

VCU’s Ph.D. in Social Work program is a research-oriented educational 
enterprise with a mission to develop scholars and leaders for education and 
practice in human services. Its vision is a program that builds and nurtures 
students' intellectual curiosity, creativity and courage, as well as their desire to 
“make a difference.”  The program is built around excellence in teaching, 
mentorship and socialization of students, as well as collaborative involvement in 
the program by its diverse faculty. Graduates of the program become active in 

teaching, consultation, research, practice and program evaluation, staff and program development, policy 
analysis and advocacy. They are employed in universities and colleges and in human service organizations 
and agencies at the local, state, national and international levels.  A minimum of 54 graduate credit hours is 
required, including 27 credit hours common for all students, nine credit hours of electives, three credit hours 
of directed research and a minimum of 15 credit hours of dissertation research. Up to six credit hours may 
be granted for courses completed at another university. Full-time students ordinarily complete 18 to 20 
credit hours per academic year. 

Where: Richmond, Virginia   

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Walden University 
The Barbara Solomon School of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

 

 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Health 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 

Disaster Response 

Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 

Social/Economic Justice 

Race and Ethnicity 

Social Work Practice 

  

For more information visit: https://www.waldenu.edu/doctoral/phd-in-social-work 

Walden’s PhD in Social Work program prepares you to practice at the highest 
level of the social work field as a researcher, college-level educator, or 
administrative leader. A challenging curriculum enables you to analyze 
advanced theory and explore some of the most pressing and cutting-edge 
issues in social work today.  

Align your studies with your interests by choosing one of eight specializations, 
such as Addictions and Social Work, Medical Social Work, or Clinical Expertise. Four face-to-face academic 
residencies support the learning experience by giving you the opportunity to collaborate with professors and 
colleagues, build your social and professional community, and enhance your ability to effect positive social 
change.  As a graduate of the online PhD in Social Work program, you can become a lifelong contributor to 
the profession through research, scholarly writing, and thought leadership.  A Master of Social Work (MSW) 
is a prerequisite for Walden’s PhD in Social Work program. 

Where: N/A  

Type: Private, For-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work  

Program Type: Online Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment  

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Washington University in St. Louis 
Brown School

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Family Violence 
Gender 

Health 

Housing and Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Issues 
and Services 

Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/Administration 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

Rural Social Work 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: https://brownschool.wustl.edu/Admissions 

The Brown School’s PhD Program in Social Work involves intense training in 
social science research methods and personalized team mentoring by some of 
the leading scholars in the field. Our faculty are on the forefront of mental health, 
addiction, child welfare, health disparities, health policy, community development, 
violence and injury prevention, and asset building, among other areas. Our 
curriculum includes 72 credit hours (21 credits are transferrable), two years of full-
time coursework, and teaching and research practica.  Our students are prepared 

for leadership in research in a rapidly changing society. We strive for diversity of experience and a cross-
section of interests that enhance transdisciplinary learning. We have created a collaborative and 
entrepreneurial community with a strong commitment to service and social justice: a community that offers 
unique training and opportunities for students to impact change all over the world. Our program provides a 
support package of full tuition coverage, generous four-year stipends for living expenses, funds for 
professional development, and opportunities for paid research and teaching practica.  If you are seeking a 
rigorous, student-centered program that provides hands-on research and teaching experiences in one of 
the nation’s premier research institutions — then you have found the right doctoral program!  

Where: St. Louis, Missouri 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required  

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Wayne State University 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Disability 
Family Violence 
Gender 
Health 

Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Organization/Management/
Administration 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion/Spirituality 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://socialwork.wayne.edu/phd/ 

The purpose of the Ph.D. and certificate programs are to prepare social 
work scholars equipped to engage in research on contemporary urban 
issues and problems for the advancement of social work practice and 
social welfare policy. 

Where: Detroit, Michigan  

Type: Public  

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only  

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 3-5 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: No, but MSW or 
other Masters degree preferred 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Widener University  
Center for Social Work Education 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 
Disability 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 
Housing/Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Military/Veteran’s Issues 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 
Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: http://www.widener.edu/academics/schools/shsp/social_work/
graduate/doctoral/ 

Our doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) program in social work will prepare you to be an 
academic innovator and leader with skills and expertise in scholarly research, 
teaching, and advanced practice.  As a part-time, cohort-based program, 
Widener’s program is designed for experienced working professionals interested in 
both sharing and extending social work’s professional knowledge base. Our 
graduates are employed as social work faculty in undergraduate and graduate 
college and university settings; as administrators in private and public 

organizations; and as advanced clinical, community, or policy practitioners. At Widener, we emphasize 
favorable faculty-to-student ratios (class sizes of 6 to 12 students), applied learning, and individualized 
faculty attention, all of which contribute to timely program completion. Only 5 to 7 students are admitted 
each year. Students take 2 three-credit-hour courses per semester for 3 semesters (fall, spring, summer) 
over 3 consecutive years. The program is designed to guide students in fulfilling all dissertation 
requirements within a 2-year period following the completion of coursework, for a total 5-year program. 

Where: Chester, Pennsylvania   

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Work     

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students: Part-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 6-8 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-off 
score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Wilfrid Laurier University 
Faculty of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

For more information visit: https://www.wlu.ca/programs/social-work/graduate/social-work-
phd/index.html 

Globally, inequality is on the rise and understanding and responding to 
issues of diversity, equity and inclusion are increasingly critical to individual 
and social well being.  A PhD from Laurier’s Faculty of Social Work offers, 
through a program of advanced scholarship, an opportunity to develop new 
and nuanced understandings of these issues and others. Through the 
development of an independent program of research supported by a strong 
and highly regarded international faculty, our PhD program provides an 

opportunity for intellectual challenge and professional growth. Our program excels through supporting the 
integration of theory and practice undergirded by coursework on the nature and production of knowledge.  
We seek students who have had successful practice experience but who are looking for more than an 
additional professional degree. Our research-based doctoral program is designed to stimulate your already 
strong critical and analytic abilities and encourage the development of your passion for social work research 
and study. An individualized program within a supportive cohort are among our many strengths. We offer 
opportunities for teaching and engaging with faculty in collaborative, community-based research. Through 
our full and part time options our program supports students interested in an academic or research career, 
a hybrid of teaching and practice and many other professional options. More than 90% of our students are 
working in their chosen area within a year of graduating. 

Where: Kitchener, Ontario  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: PhD in Social Work  

Program Type: In-Person Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 6–8 Students 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing/Homelessness 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Issues 
and Services 

Mental Health 

Organizations/Management/Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy 
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Yeshiva University 
Wurzweiler School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Disability 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Religion and Spirituality 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy 

For more information visit: http://www.yu.edu/wurzweiler/phd-program-social-welfare/
resources/ 

The PhD Program in Social Work and Social Welfare at Wurzweiler School of 
Social Work is designed for the working social work professional. We want to 
enhance the education of professionals for scholarly and creative leadership 
in social work practice, education, social policy, planning, research and 
administration.  

The program offers several advantages: Yeshiva University is ranked in the 
top tier of national universities by U.S. News & World Report. Students complete our program. Their 
presence is known on almost every social work faculty in the greater metropolitan area and across the 
country. Graduates have also gone on to significant research and service positions. Courses are offered two 
weekday evenings (Wednesdays and Thursdays) and on-line. The program is designed to support 
interaction, research, and integration of theory and practice and encourages a high degree of 
individualization and easy access to faculty. Students represent diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds 
and ages, and come from all the fields of professional social work and affiliated fields of practice. Loans and 
scholarships are available. 

The University community and resources include Albert Einstein College of Medicine, the Ferkauf Graduate 
School of Psychology, and the Cardozo School of Law.  

Where: New York City, New York  

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: PhD Program in Social Welfare 

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 9–11 Students 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or 
other Masters degree required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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Florida Atlantic University 
College for Design & Social Inquiry 

School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Aging/Gerontology 

Mental Health 
Social Welfare Policy 

Religion and Spirituality 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://cdsi.fau.edu/ssw/dsw/ 

The FAU DSW program is intended to train “Scholarly Clinicians” and is a 3-
year part-time cohort model for working professionals. The vision for the new 
DSW in the age of evidence based practice is to prepare practice oriented 
clinical leaders and critical thinkers in our field at the doctoral level.  

Where: Boca Raton, Florida 

Type: Public 

Degree offered: Doctorate of Social Work (DSW) 

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Part-Time Enrollment     

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 9-11 Students  

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Millersville University 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Disaster Response 
Disability  
Family Violence 

Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Race and Ethnicity 
Religion and Spirituality 
School Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://www.millersville.edu/socialwork/dsw/index.php 

The Doctor of Social Work (DSW) program prepares academicians who are 
able to lead, and leaders who are able to teach. Pursue your passion for 
social justice through enhanced leadership, and the transformative 
opportunity to explore and develop yourself as a scholar and practitioner. 
Millersville University, in collaboration with Kutztown University, are pleased 
to partner to offer the DSW program focused on preparing leaders and 

educators for career advancement in agencies, government, and higher education. Social Work 
practitioners with an MSW will be prepared to take on the challenges the industry will face in practice and in 
preparing future experts in the field. With coursework completed primarily online, with a weekend residency 
face-to-face learning component once a semester, the DSW program is designed with the working 
professional in mind. Due to the online nature of the program, students in the DSW program are from 
across the country, coming together to learn with the best in their profession and to prepare to continue to 
make a difference. Learning from expert faculty who bring global research and expertise to the classroom, 
this DSW program is the best choice to advance your social work career. 

Where: Millersville, Pennsylvania 

Type: Public 

Degree offered: DSW Program  

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Part-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or more  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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New York University  
Silver School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Children and Families 
Disaster Response 
Mental Health 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 
International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 
Social Welfare Policy 
Rural Social Work 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://socialwork.nyu.edu/academics/dsw-program.html 

The New York University DSW Program in Clinical Social Work is a practice-
oriented doctoral degree designed to prepare students, already 
professionally licensed, for leadership roles in academic and agency 
settings. Building on NYU Silver School of Social Work’s reputation for 
excellence in clinical social work education, the DSW program offers 
students state-of-the-art theoretical, evidence-based practice, research, and 
policy coursework, as well as writing workshops and a choice of a teaching 

or supervisory internship geared toward the enhancement of advanced clinical practice knowledge and 
skills. Unique aspects of the program include internships in academic teaching or supervision in agency-
based settings, as well as intensive writing workshops to assist in the development of publishable papers 
and preparation for presentation of one’s work at professional conferences. The DSW program structure is 
executive style: students take 19 courses/workshops for 9 semesters over a 3-year period conveniently 
scheduled on evenings and weekends to ensure their continued participation in the workforce. In lieu of a 
dissertation, the portfolio requirement consists of the development of 2 publishable papers (1 sole authored 
and 1 as primary author) under the direction of an advisor and committee, as well as presentation of one’s 
work at a professional conference.  

Where: New York, New York 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: DSW Program in Clinical Social 
Work     

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Part-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is 
no cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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Rutgers University 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Gender 

International Social Work and Global 
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Health 
Mental Health 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: http://dsw.socialwork.rutgers.edu/ 

The Doctorate in Social Work Program at Rutgers University prepares clinical 
leaders who advance and disseminate practice knowledge through journal articles, 
book reviews, and online publications including multimedia projects.  Using case 
study methodology, students develop into practice scholars who reconnect 
knowledge production with practice by exploring and addressing the growing and 
troubling distance between theory and practice,  the complex relationships between 
our values and our practice, and how we engage with what matters most to people. 

Where: New Brunswick, New Jersey  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: Doctorate in Social Work (DSW)    

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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St. Catherine University/University of St. Thomas 
School of Social Work

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 
Disability Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 
Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Social Welfare Policy 
Social Work Education 
Social Work Practice 

For more information visit: https://www.stthomas.edu/socialwork/dsw/ 

Where: St. Paul, Minnesota 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: Doctorate in Social Work  (DSW)   

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students: Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or more  

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, with a cut-
off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

The St. Catherine University–University of St. Thomas School of Social 
Work, a collaboration between two private, liberal arts universities offers 
an online Doctorate in Social Work (DSW) program. Graduates are 
prepared to:  

1) Engage in transformative teaching;
2) Develop an identity as scholar practitioners;
3) Write for publication; and

4) Pursue social justice through service and leadership.

The focus of our curriculum is Education as Practice in response to the growing need for social work 
educators. In a three-year curriculum of 45 credits, students, in a cohort model, start with a weekend 
orientation and 2-week on-campus summer residency course, followed by four successive, 8-week 
sessions in fall and spring. Online synchronous/asynchronous instruction provides accessibility for working 
professionals throughout the country. Students complete a "Banded" dissertation, grounded in students’ 
long-range scholarship agenda/interests, to demonstrate capacity to engage in scholarship, contribute to 
scholarly literature, and think critically as leaders. Admission requires an MSW from a CSWE-accredited 
program, a minimum two years post-MSW social work practice experience, previous teaching experience 
in higher education (adjunct or full-time), minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 on 4.0 scale, three letters of 
recommendation, a writing sample, and personal statement.  We look for a commitment to teach and lead 
in social work profession.  
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University of Pennsylvania 
School of Social Policy & Practice

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Aging/Gerontology 

Child Welfare 

Children and Families 

Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/
Restorative Justice 

 Disability 
Family Violence 

Gender 
Health 

Housing and Homelessness 

Immigrants/Refugees/Displaced Persons 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Issues 
and Services 

Mental Health 
Organizations/Management/Administration 

Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 

Social/Economic Justice 

Social Welfare Policy 

Race and Ethnicity 

Religion and Spirituality 

School Social Work 

Social Work Education 

Social Work Practice 

Work/Family/Family Policy  

The first social work practice doctorate in the country, Penn’s Doctorate in 
Clinical Social Work (DSW) Program prepares practice experts, inspired 
teachers, and real-world scholars for leadership in advanced social work 
practice and teaching. Students earn the doctorate in three years, without career 
disruption, through a combination of dynamic immersion experiences on Penn’s 
campus and interactive videoconference classes. The hybrid online curriculum 

makes the program accessible to working professionals including those with transient jobs or lifestyles, 
such as military personnel. Courses focus on the latest breakthroughs and techniques in social work 
practice, research and teaching, and are taught by faculty from around the world who are renowned leaders 
in their fields. A published dissertation allows students to become content experts in an area of social work 
practice while contributing to the professional knowledge base. For the dissertation, students choose from 
among the following methods: empirical, curriculum development, historical, conceptual-theoretical, 
program evaluation, or development or adaptation of a treatment intervention or practice protocol. Penn 
DSW graduates are expert practitioner-scholars who: teach, supervise and mentor; assume leadership 
roles in social work practice settings; and generate and disseminate social work practice knowledge. 
Qualified applicants must have an earned MSW from an accredited program. 

Where: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: Clinical DSW Program 

Program Type: Online Program Only 

Students:  Full or Part-Time Enrollment 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 

For more information visit:  http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/degree-programs/doctorate-in-
clinical-social-work/overview/about-the-program/ 
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University of Southern California 
School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 

Children and Families 
Community Practice/Macro Practice 

Health 

Corrections/Criminal Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Housing and Homelessness 

International Social Work and Global  
Development 
Mental Health 

Military/Veterans’ Issues 
Organizations/Management/
Administration 

Religion and Spirituality 

Social Welfare Policy 

Work/Family/Family Policy  

For more information visit: https://sowkweb.usc.edu/social-work-programs/ 
doctor-social-work 

A significant focus of our DSW program is the 12 “Grand Challenges,” a global 
initiative of the American Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare. Each 
challenge is focused on a specific issues — from social justice to child welfare, 
from homelessness to mass incarceration, to other critical issues that impact 
the social fabric of our world and drive social workers every day.  During the 
program, students select and tackle a specific grand challenge through 

coursework, residencies and a capstone project that culminates in development of a proposed solution. The 
solution includes a plan and budget, which is then pitched to a panel of thought leaders, venture capitalists 
as well as faculty members. Topics explored in the curriculum include:  

x Organizational Leadership: Understanding how organizations work and how organizational change is facilitated; 
x Data-Driven Decision Making: Development, implementation and management of change through data 

collection and analysis; 
x Innovation and Change: Study of cutting-edge transformative thinking and change-management research to 

predict client and community needs; 
x Leading Public Discourse: Development of new perspectives and ideas in the public realm to better benefit 

communities; and  
x Technological Fluency: Evaluation of both theory and practices using new technologies, and best ways to 

implement them. 

Where: Los Angeles, California 

Type: Private, Non-Profit 

Degree offered: DSW Program 

Program Type: Online Program Only 

Students: Part-Time Enrollment Only     

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: No 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW or other 
Masters degree required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: Yes 
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University of Tennessee 
College of Social Work  

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Adolescent and Youth Development 
Children and Families 

Health 
Housing/Homelessness 

Mental Health 
Social Work Practice 

  

Our post-MSW/MSSW Doctorate of Social Work (DSW) in clinical practice 
program is for individuals interested in advancing their clinical knowledge and 
becoming leaders in clinical practice. Advanced practitioners in social work 
are research-literate, reflective and professional leaders in their field. They 
are able to draw on a range of empirical, theoretical and professional sources 
of knowledge and take the lead on social work policy and practice 
innovations. 

The DSW differs from other social work doctorates in that it is a professional practice degree, designed to 
prepare students for advanced clinical practice and advanced practice leadership. Geared toward working 
professionals, the DSW is an intensive accelerated program that enables students to satisfy all degree 
requirements in three years, without career disruption. 

Where: Knoxville, Tennessee  

Type: Public 

Degree offered: DSW in Advanced Clinical          
Practice and Leadership 

Program Type: Partially Online, Partially In-Person 

Students:  Full-Time Enrollment Only 

Average Students Enrolled Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: Yes 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is 
no cut–off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW 
required 

Two-Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: Yes 

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 

For more information visit: http://www.csw.utk.edu/dsw/index.htm 
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Walden University 
The Barbara Solomon School of Social Work 

Substantive Research Areas of Faculty 

Addictions/Substance Use 
Adolescent and Youth Development 
Child Welfare 
Children and Families 
Disaster Response 

Corrections/Criminal  Justice/Restorative 
Justice 
Health 
Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender  
Issues and Services 

Mental Health 
Poverty/Disadvantaged Populations 
Social/Economic Justice 
Social Work Education 

For more information visit: https://www.waldenu.edu/doctoral/doctor-of-social-work 

Walden’s Doctor of Social Work (DSW) program is one of the few programs 
of its kind offered online. Created to help you change your world and the 
world of others, the DSW program can prepare you to become a recognized 
leader in your field and help you gain the skills to develop sustainable 
solutions for today’s most pressing social issues.  This doctoral program 
prepares you to be an authoritative advocate for social justice. Enhance your 
ability to address societal challenges and make an even greater difference in 

the well-being of individuals, families, and communities. The Doctor of Social Work program includes eight 
specializations so you can align your studies with your personal interests. Featuring a curriculum based on 
the latest research and best practices in social work, Walden’s DSW program provides ample opportunity 
for relevant, hands-on learning. As a Doctor of Social Work student, you participate in a six-day residency 
that gives you the chance to expand your clinical capabilities, network and socialize with peers, and meet 
one-on-one with Walden faculty. The culmination of your studies is an action research project in which you 
put your knowledge and skills to work to address a real-world problem in your agency or community. The 
DSW program at Walden allows you to expand your practice to new populations and pursue leadership 
roles in social work agencies and organizations. With this degree, you can advance your career while 
making a significant and positive impact on public welfare in various settings, including schools, 
government agencies, and mental health organizations. A Master of Social Work (MSW) is a prerequisite 
for Walden’s DSW program.  

Where: N/A   

Type: Private, For-Profit 

Degree offered: DSW Program      

Program Type: Online Program Only 

Students: Full or Part-Time Enrollment      

Average Enrolled Students Yearly: 12 or more 

GRE Requirement: No 

TOEFL Requirement: Yes, there is no 
cut-off score 

MSW Requirement: Yes, MSW required 

Two Years Post-MSW Experience 
Required: No, but it is preferred  

Joint MSW/PhD Program: No 
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History of Guidelines in Social Work Doctoral Education 

Principles or Standards in Post-Master’s Education 

1946 
American Association of Schools of Social Work, Doctoral and Third Year Committee. (1949, January 31) 

Statement of Principles. American Association of Schools of Social Work. 

1953 
Council on Social Work Education. (1953). Social Work Education in the Post-Master’s Program, Number 

1: Guiding Principle.  New York: Council on Social Work Education. 

1964 
Council on Social Work Education. (1964). CSWE Standards for Poster-Master’s Programs, October, 1964. 

Council on Social Work Education 

Guidelines in Doctoral Education 
1992 
Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education. (1992) GADE: Guidelines for quality in social work 

programs.  Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 

2003 
Anastas, J. W., Bronson, D., Crook, W., Doueck, H. J., Harold, R. D., Ross-Sheriff, F., Tucker, D. & Wilson, 

R. (2003). Guidelines for quality in social work doctoral programs (revised). Group for the 
Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 

2013 
Harrington, D., Petr, C., Black, B., & Cunningham-Williams, R. M. (2013). Quality guidelines for PhD 

programs in social work. GADE Taskforce on Quality Guidelines, Group for the Advancement of 
Doctoral Education in Social Work. 
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Program Guides in Doctoral Education 

1985 
Jorgensen, L. (1985). Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work Program Guide. 

Salt Lake City: Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 

1987 
Shore, B. (1987). Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work Program Guide. 

Pittsburgh: Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 

1990 
Wolock, I. (1990). Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work Program Guide. New 

Brunswick, NJ: Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 

1993 
Wolock, I. (1993). Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work Program Guide. New 

Brunswick, NJ: Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 

2003 
Thyer, B. A., & Arnold, T. G. (2003). A program guide to doctoral study in social work. Alexandria, VA: 

Council on Social Work Education. 

2016 
Lightfoot, E. & Beltran, R. (2016). The GADE Guide: A program guide to doctoral study in social work.  St. 

Paul, MN: Group for the Advancement of Doctoral Education in Social Work. 
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