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LOOKING FORWARD
Awards for Excellence in Mentoring and Student Research Award 
presented at 2018 SSWR Reception at the Marriot Marquis in 
Washington D.C. on January 13 @ 7:30 pm  — Please join us. 

2018 GADE Conference 
April 11-13, 2018 at the University of Toronto

During 2017, GADE 
recognized outstand-
ing contributors in 
the field of doctoral 
education, sponsored 
events that support 

leadership develop-
ment, and participated 

in partnerships aimed at promoting ex-
cellence in doctoral programs and stu-
dents. 

In 2017, the GADE Board members 
hosted special interest groups on doc-
toral education and   partner presenta-
tions for doctoral students and faculty at 
CSWE and SSWR.   

Board members leading presenta-
tions include: Laina Bay-Cheng, Beverly 
Black, Cynthia Franklin, Mo Yee Lee, Liz 
Lightfoot, Peter Maramaldi, and Renee 
Cunningham-Williams.

Congratulations to our new treasurer 
elect, Brenda Smith and secretary, Re-
nee Cunningham-Williams.

My special thanks to our 2017 GADE 
Advisory Board members: Jeane Anas-
tas, Darla Coffey, Rowena Fong, Ruth 
McRoy, Paula Nurius, Chris Petr, Yolan-
da Padilla, and Rebecca Rebbe. 

Two outstanding faculty members 
were recognized by GADE.  Dr. Beverly 
Black received the 2017 GADE Award 
for Educational Leadership in Doctoral 
Education.  Dr. Stephanie Robert re-
ceived the 2017 GADE Award for Excel-
lence in Mentoring.

Doctoral students Stephanie, Chris 
Ward and Amanda Ayknian also re-
ceived 2017 GADE awards.  Two other 
students, Jelena Todic and Kasia Olcon 

received honorable mention for their 
contributions to promoting social justice 
in doctoral curricula. 

The University of Minnesota hosted 
the 2017 GADE conference. Professors 
Michael Reisch, Liz Lightfoot, and Joe 
Soss presented intellectually stimulat-
ing presentations aimed at addressing 
social justice in doctoral curricula, and 
challenged doctoral program directors 
to address societal movements that de-
value science and human rights. 

Another timely presentation at the 
GADE conference was on how to use 
the GADE Quality  Guidelines in the 
external evaluations of PhD programs. 
Renee Cunningham-Williams, Peter 
Maramaldi and Assistant Provost, Marlo 
Welshon from the University of Minneso-
ta were presenters.  

Other GADE Initiatives for 2017 in-
cluded: 

*Sponsorship of the CSWE Doctoral 
Connection Breakfast for doctoral stu-
dents

*Launching a special section of the 
Journal of Social Work Education, “Prac-
tices and Policies for Doctoral Education 
and Leadership”

*Contributions toward the Social 
Work Force Study

*Participation in the March for Sci-
ence 

* The introduction of a credit card to 
facilitate the payment of member dues 
and the hiring of a bookkeeper.

It has been a great year at GADE and 
I am looking forward to 2018. 

- Cynthia Franklin, Ph.D., LCSW
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GADE 2017 FACULTY & STUDENT AWARDS

Dr. Beverly Black
University of Texas 

at Arlington
Award for Educational 

Leadership in 
Doctoral Education

Chris Ward 
Virgina Commonwealth 

University
Award for Teaching in 

Social Work

Amanda Aykanian 
University at Albany

Award for Leadership
 and Service

Jelena Todic
Honorable Mention
The University of 
Texas at Austin

Katarzyna Olcon
Honorable Mention
The University of 
Texas at Austin

Stephanie Prost
Florida State Univerisity

Award for Social 
Work Research

Dr. Stephanie Robert
University of 

Wisconsin-Madison
Award for Excellence

in Mentoring

THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
GADE KEYNOTES & PLENARY SPEAKERS

social work doctoral education in a changing landscape

Dr. Elizabeth Lightfoot
University of Minnesota

Large Group Discussion: 
The Chilling Effect of 

Neoliberalism in 
Higher Education on 
Doctoral Education

Dr. Michael Reisch
University of Maryland

Educating Doctoral 
Students for Social 

Justice Research

Dr. Joe Soss
University of Minnesota

Preying on the Poor: 
Social Work in an 
Era of Profitable 

Poverty Governance

The mission of GADE is to “promote rigor in doctoral education in social work, focusing on preparing scholars, 
researchers, and educators who function as stewards of the discipline.” www.gadephd.org


